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Tub design of the following little work 
is not to stimulate the prevailing taste 
for variety in religious reading, but ratter 
to oifer encouragement and assistance for 
the more diligent search into the inex* 
haustible mine of the word of God. There 
is indeed a treasure in our field, of un- 
searchable value and unlimited extent, but 
it is hidden from the superficifd observer ; ^ 
and if the patient investigation and per- 
severing industry of the miner be not 
emulated, we shall be poor in the midst 
of great riches. 

The present collection of es^Krises ig 
almost entirely the result oi coflTO'^ii^v^'^BiA" 



as examples of a 
has been found edifying and delightful in 
one circle, and it is hoped (by the divine 
blessing) may prove not less advantageous 
in others. 



O N Vicarage, 

May 1828. 
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SCRIPTURAL STUDIES 



I. 

COLOSSIANS iiu 16. 

Lbt the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly m all wisdom. 



Tbe Bible is the Christian's treasury. 

I. Let it dwell in us. 

Not lying on the surface, Matt. xiii. 20. ^ 
Not gaining merely a temporary entrance* 

James i. 22 — ^» 
But bidden, Ps. cxix. 11. Prov. iv. 21^ 
Cherished, Prov. iy. 6 — 8. 
Abiding, Prov. iy. 13." 39\MiXN.t. . . 



2 

ll^Auei it dwell in us richly. 

Not a scanty provision^ Matt. xxii. 29. 
but a rich storehouse, Matt. xii. 34» 

35, 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. 
Its doctiines enlightening, Ps. xix. 7, 8. 

cxix. 130. 2 Tim. iii. 15. 
Its precepts directing, Ps. cxix. '6. 24. 

Prov. iv. 12, 
Its promises encouraging, 2 Cor. yii. 1. 
Its threatenings, warning, 2 Kings xxii. 

11, 13. 

III. Let it dwell in us in all wisdom. 

That we may have a word in season for 

all. Matt. xiii. 52. 
That we may provoke each other to 

love. Col. iii. 17. 
That we may be able to convince gain- 

say«rs, Acts vi. 9, 10. 

Let us recollect that this word is the word 
of Christ. 

4 It speaks by his authority, 1 Cor. xiv. 

37. 1 Pet. i. 10. 

It testifies of his grace, John v. 39. 
It is the instrument by which his king- 
dom is establishedi Ps. ex. 2, 3. 

Let OS give it the right place in our hearts, 
that it may shine forth in our lives, that so 
we ** may adom the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things." 
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IJ. 

Isaiah Iviii. 11. 

The Lord thy God shall guide thee 
eontiamUy. 



It k a sweet encouragement to one who 
feek himself a wanderer in a wiideneflSy 
that he is not left without a guide, and that 
this guide is the Lord his God, Jer. x. 291 

I. What does the Lord's guidance imply ? 

The combined exercise of his wisaom, 
faithfulness, and love. 

1. His wisdom, £xod. xiii. 17, 18. Deut 

xxxii. 10, 11. Ps. cvii. 7. 

2. His faithfulness. Gen. xxviii. 15. Exod. 

xiu. 21, 22. Is. xlii. 16. 

3. His love, Ps. xxiii. Hos. ii. 14. 

II. How is the Lord's guidance manifested ? 

1. By the clear declarations of his word, 

Ps. cxix. 24. 105. Jos. i. 7, 8. 

2. By the distinct leadings of his provi- 

denc^. Gen. xxiv. 12 — 15. 

3. By th^ secret intimations of his Spirit, 

Neh. ix. 20. Is. Ixiii. 11. xxx. 21* 

Rom. yiii. 14. 

III. What dispositions are suitable under 

the Lord'd guidance ? 
1. An habitual walk with God» PaATJwSiv* 



2. A subdued will, Fs. xxxii. S, 9. Is* 

xlviii. 17> 18. 

3. Implicit foitli, Heb. xi. 8. Ps. Ixiii. 8« 

Rey. xiv. 4. 

4. Prompt obedience, Exod. xl. 80, 87. 

Gal. i. 16. 



O Lord, let me not frusUate the intentions 
of thy love, by attempting^ to guide myself; 
and let me not provoke thee to leaTe me 
to myself, by retosing to follow thy guid- 
ance: O guide me with thy counsel here, 
and afterwards receive me to thy glory— for 
thy dear Son's sake. Amen. 
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III. 

Ephesians ii. 18. 



Through him we both have access by 
one Spirit unto the Father. 



Access to God is the greatest blessing in 
which sinners can rejoice, Ps. Ixv. 4. 

It formed the happiness of Paradise, 
Gen. iii. 

The loss of it constitutes the misery of sin. 

And the restoration to it was the object of 
Christ's coming into the world, 1 Pet. iii, 18. 

I. What is access to God ? It b, 
1. Reconciliation, Rom. v. 10. 



2.' Acceptance, £phes. i. 6. 

3. Communion, John xiv. 23. 

4. Liberty, Epbes. iii. 12. 

II. How 18 access to God to be obtained ? 
Not by the works of the law, Heb, 

Not by any way of our own devising, 

Mic. vi. 6, 7. 

But, 

1. Through ^ Christ, John xiv. 6. Rom. 

V. 2. Eph. iii. 12. 
Atoning, Lev. xvi. 11., &c. Heb. x. 

19, 20. Rev. vii. 9—15. 

Interceding, Exod. xxviii. 20, 30. 38. 

38. Heb. iv. 14—16. vii. 25. ix. 24. 

X. 21, 22. Rev. viii. 3, 4. 

2. By the Spirit, 

IXrawing the heart, John yi. 44. Rom. 

viifi. 14, 
Teaching to pray, Rom. viii. 15. 26. 

Gal. iv. 6. 
RevealiBg the way of access, John 

xvi. 14, 15. 

Have we found the way of access ? 

Having found it, do we not joyfully re- 
nounce every other ? 

Do we make continual use of our privi- 
lege? 

Ara we watchful against any intenrapti^n 
to our enjc^ment of it ? 
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IV. 
Acts ix. 31. 

Walking in the fear of the Lord, and 
in the comfort of the Holy Ghost. 



A description of the Belierer's holy and 
happy walk with God. 

I. The fear of the Lord comprehends, 

1. A sense of his presence. Gen. xxviii. 

16, 17. 

2. A reverence of his name, Deut. xxviii. 

68. 

3. A dread of displeasing him, Gen. xxxix. 

9. I Sam. xxiv. 5, 6. 

II. The comfort of the Holy Ghost includes, 

1. A broken heart. Is, Ivii. 15,. 

2. A sense of pardon, Ps. xxxii. 1, 2. 5. 

Is. xii. 1. Luke vii. 50. Rom. v. 1. 

3. A spirit of adoption, Kom. viii. 15. 

Gal. iv. CI. 

4. The manifestation of Christ, John xiv. 

21. xvi. 14, 15. £ph. iii. IG. 18. 

5. The indwelling of the Spirit, 1 Cor. 

iii. 16. John xiv. 16, 17. 

6. A lively hope, Rom. xv. 13. 

Let the comforts of the Spirit be cherished. 
Let them be expected only in an obedient 
Mfd hninble walk with God. 



Fear b filial when it b productive of hol^ 
comfort. 

Comfort is genuine, when it is chastened 
by filial fear. 
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V. 

John xt. 5. 
I am the Vine, ye are the branches. 

The secret of the spiritual life is here un- 
folded. The believer's life is hid with Christ 
in God, Col. iii. 8. 

Christ is his life. Col. iii. 4. 

He lives in Christ, John xiv. 20. 

He lives by Chrbt, John vi. 51, &c. as 
the branch lives in and by the Vine. 

This figure expresses, 

1. Union, 1 Cor. yi. 17. Eph. y. 30. John 

xiv. 19. xvii. 21. 

2. Dependence, John i. 16. Gal. ii. 20. 

3. Fruitfulness, John xy. 4. Rom. yii. 4. 

Phil. i. 11. Hosea xiy. 8. 
Therefore see, 

I. The believer's security, " I in you." 

John xiy. 19. 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 

2. The believer's duty, John xy. 4. Col. 

ii. 6, 7. 

3. The believer's prayer, Eph. iii. 17. 

4. The believer's privilege, John xv. 7« ll.* 

5. The believer's proBped, CoV« \. Yl «. 
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Do I iodeed believe this doctrioe ? 

How is it realized in my daily experience ? 

la it not by this I am enabled to perse- 
vere iu any one act of faith, to cherish one 
holy desire, or to maintain any thing like a 
filial walk with God ? 

Not satisfied with possessing some faint 
evidence of my union with Christ, am [ 
seeking to glorify God by bringing forth 
much fruit ? 



VI. 
Psalm xxxiv. 18. 

The Lord is nigh unto them that are of 
a broken beart, and sarfth such as be of 
ft contrite spirit. 

The Lord knoweth the proud afar ofi; 
Ps. cxxxyiii. 6. but he dwells with him that 
is of a contrite spirit, Is. Ivii. 15. 

When the sinner feefs his distance from 
Ood, then it is that he is drawing nigh to 
God. He has a broken heart, and God 
draws nigh to him, Luke xv. 18. 20. 

!• In a broken heart there is, 

1« A sense of sin, Ps. xxxviii. 4. Luke 

xviii. 13. 

2. Self^abhorreace on account of sin, Job 

xliu 6. Ezek« xri. 63. 

3. Jistifyiog God's dealings, Ps. U. 4. 



4. A Tfew of the loye of a dying Saviour, 

Zecb. xii. lOw 
6. A coufideDce in returning to God» Hos. 

▼i. 1. Luke XT. Ilk 

II. The Lord is nigh and saveth them. 

1. He acce{»teth such a heart as his sacri- 

fice, Ps. li. 17. Is. Ixvi. 2. 

2. He maketh such a heart his abode^ Ts. 

lvii»15. 

3. He speaketh peace to such a heart. Is. 

Ivii. 18. Luke TiL 60, 

4. He healeth such a heart , Ps. cxivii, 3. 

Is. Ixh 1. 

Let us search into the cause of hardness of 
heart. 

Guard against the continuance of a care- 
less spirit 

Be faithful to the fiist conyictioiis of the 
Spirit. 

Cease not to prav till such a frame of 
mind be obtained. 

Look forward to the time when we shall 
no lonjler complain of hard hearts, and 
when broken hearts shall be healed for 
ever. Rev. yii. 17. xxi. 4» 



VII. 
Habakkuk ii. 1, 

I will stand upon my watch and set me 
down upon the tower, and will watch to 
see what he will aay to rftfc, wA. -^^^^^ 
sbsdl answer when I aui te^xoN^^. 
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. The first symptom of backsliding, is turn- 
ing away the ear from God. 

The nrst symptom of returning is standing 
on the watch-tower, listening to the voice of 
God. 

This frame of mind impUes, 

I# Hearkening to the message with 

1* Attention, Ps. Ixxxv. 8. 

2. Obedience, Is^ 1, 10. Ezra x. I — 8. 

3* Expectation, P^. Ixii. 5. 

4. Watchfufaieas, Proy. viii. d4. 

5. Faith, Hab. ii. 3, 4. 

0. Simplicity, 1 Sam. iii. 10. Acts x. 30 

—33. 

II. Readiness to answer. 

What shall I answer? Job xL 4^ 
I will own the charge, 2 Sam* xii. 13. 

Luke XT. 21 . 
I will deprecate the judgmeat, Pialm 

cxliiL 2. 
I will sabmit to the chaflisement, 2 

Ban. XT. 26, 26. 
I will expect the mercy, 2 Sam. xvi. 11, 

12. Mic. vii. 8, 9. 
I will renew my surrender, Hos. xiv. 

2,3. 

Stand in a posture to receive your daily 
tBttstagefirom God. 

Let conscienee be awake to the iirst iiili- 
tnations of his voice* 
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Shrink not from the voice of God, though 
it niter the language of reproof. 

Let there be the immediate answer of tm 
obedient h^art. 
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VIII. 

Proysrbs iii. 6. 

In all thy ways neknowledge Hisi. 



I. How are we to acknowledge God T 

1. By setting him always before us, Psal. 

xvi. 8. 

2. By taking his word as our rule, Isaiah 

viii. 20. 

3. By committing our way to him, 1 Pet. 

V. 7. Ps. xzxvii. 6. 

4. Ascribing all to his superintending Pro- 

yidence, Gen. xxtr. S6, 27. Matt. 

X. 29. 

II. When are we to acknowledge God? 

1. In times of teHiptation, Gen. xxxix. 9. 

2. In times of affliction. Job. i. 21. Ps. 

xxxix. 9. 
•3. In times of perplesity, Ezra riii. 21-^^ 

23. 2 Cbron. xx. 12. 
4. In times of outward prosperity, Deut. 

TUl. 18. 

6. In limes of inward comfort. Is. xii. 1. 

6. At all times, Ps. Ixii. 8. 

7. In every event and circumstancei Phil. 
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Beware of a self-dependent spirit. In the 
exercise of a simple trust in God, expect the 
fulfilment of the promise, ** He shall direct 
thy paths." 



XX. 

Isaiah xxviii. 16* 

Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I lay in 
Zion for a foundation-stone, a tried stone, 
a precious corner-stone, a sure foundation: 
he that believeth shall not make haste* 



A sinking sinner needs a foundation* 
God has laid a foundation for him. 

I. What is the sinnefs foundation ? 

None but Chrbt. 

Christ is the foundation, 

1. Of our peace, Rom. v. 1. Col. i. 20. 

2. Of our acceptance, Eph. i. 6. 
8. Of our obedience. Is. xIy. 24. 

4. Of our joy and comfort, 1 Pet. i. 8. 

5. Of our hope of glory, Kom. y. 2. 

II. Mark the several properties of this foun- 

dation. 

Christ, as a stone, is, 
1. A tried stone. 

God has tried him. Is. liiL 8. 
Sinners have tried him, John 

i. 29. 



13 

Neither have ibuod him want-* 
ing, John xvii. 4. Heh. 

yii. 26. 

2. A precious stone. 

To the Father, Is. xlii. 1 . Matt. 

iii. 17. 
To bis people, 1 Pet. ii. 7. 

3. A comer-stone. 

Uniting his people to himself, 
And to each other in him, 

Eph. ii. 20r-23. 

4. A sure foundation. 

For God has laid it, Fsal. 

cxYiii. 22, 23. 
Nothing shall undermine it. 

Matt. xvi. 18. 

III. Seek to realize the blessedness of rest- 
ing upon it. 

** He that believeth shall not make haste,'' 
shall not be confounded, 1 Pet. it 6. 

1. He shall not be dismayed in diffi- 

culties, Ps. cxii. 7. 

2. He shall not resort to unlawful ex- 

pedients, Hos. xiy. 3. 

3. He shall not be betrayed into sinful 

impatience, Hab. ii. 2, 3. 

4. He shall not sink into heartless de- 

spondency, Ps. xxvii. 13, 14. 
But, 

1. He shall be kept in perfect peace, 

[sa. xxvi. 3. 

2. He shall be able to answer hb spi- 

ritual accusers. Rom. \v\\« ^*^^^^< 
c 
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3. He shall meet Death without terror, 

2 Tim. iv. 6—8. 

4. He shall stand in the day of judg- 

ment, John v« 2iL. 

Have I renounced every other foundation ? 

Are mry liopes, prayers, and services built 
upon this foundation ? 

Is my building growing ? 

Am I rejoicing in, and do I seek the 
edification of die whole structure ? 

Have I found the peace and aAsorance of 
resting upon this foundation ? 



X. 

Psalm cxix. 113. 

I bate vain thoughts. 



It is said of die ungodly. '* Ood is not in 
all their thoughts,*' and diat ** eveiy ima- 
ginatiop of the thou^ts of his heart is only 
evil continually." But the renewed mind 
desires that every thought should be brought 
into captivity to the obedience of Christ ; and 
the language of his heart is, '' I hate vain 
thoughts.^' 

I. Vain thoughts are either, 

1. Thoughts employed upon unlawful 
things. Tit. 1. 15 ; or, - 
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2. Unseasonably employed upon lawful 
things, EccLiii. 1 ; Luke x, 39, 40. 

II. The believer bates them as, 

1. Sinful in the sight of God, Proy. 

3* Hurtfol te his own soul, Cant. ii. 15. 
8. Contrary to hJB new nature^ 9fi^- 

yiu 22. 

III. The believer seeks in getcid of them, by, 

4;J^^^^Bg the presence of God, Fs. 

cxxxix. 1—^. 
% Delighting in the word of Gk>d, P^. 

cxix. 119. 
d. keeping his heart with: all cKliffcnce, 

Prov. IV, 2d. 

4. Watching against occasfons of tben, 

Ps. cxix. 87. 

5. Being filled with the Spirit, 1 Cor. 

iii. 16, 17. 
6» Continually applying to the blood of 
qirinkiing, Heb, x. 22. 

What is the bent of my thoughts in my un- 
epf ployed moments? 

Am I stroggling against the incui^ion of 
vain thoag^ts? 

If they find their way into my heart, am 
I f&kinff care that they do not lodge there ? 

Do r not find constant need to pray. Unite 
my heart to fear thy name ? 
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The believer compared to a gUi^ _^^««6d 
with choice and fragrant fruits and flo%rers, 
to the praise and glory of God, Phil* i* 11. 

But requiring the north and south wind, 
the searching and refreshing gales of the 
Spirit, in order to exude their odour ; 

Therefore he prays, Awake, O north wind, 
and come, thou south, &c. 

Let my faith be strong, Luke xrii. 5. 
Let my hope be lively, Rom. xv. 13. 
Let my love be abounding, PhiL i. 9. 

1 Thess. iii. 12. 
Let my peace be established. Is. xxvL 3. 
Let my humility be deepened. Job xl. 4. 

£ph. iii. 8. 
Let my joy be ardent, 1 Pet. i. 8. Acts 

xui. 52. 
Let my obedience be entire, Ps. cxix. 128. 
Let all graces be in me, and abound ; and 

then. 
Let my beloved come into his garden, and 
eat his pleasant fruits. 



17 

XII. 

2 Corinthians H. 11. 

Lest Satan should get an advantage of 
us, for we are not ignorant of his devices. 



I. What are Satan's devices ? 

He has many, adapted to, 
1. The circumstances of the day. 
Retirement, Matt. iv. 1. 
Religious duties, Matt. xiii. 19. 
Social intercourse, Acts zv. 37 — M. 
Oecupations, Luke x. 41. 
Prosperity, Dent. viii. 14. 2 Chron. 

xxxii. 25—30. 
Adversity, Job L 10 ; ii. 4, 5« 2 €hion. 

xxviii. 22. 
DisappoiBtmeiits, 2 Sam. xvii. 28. Est. 

V. 13. Jonah iv. 1 — 8. 

S. The tempar of oov minds. 

Usrwatchfulness, Matt. xxvi« 58. 

tJnhelfeO Oen^ iii. 3. 

Presumption, 2 Chron. xxvi. 10. 

DespatfT, Matt xxvii. 5r 

£tivy. Gen. xxxvii. 4. 1 John iii. L2. 

Desire to oblahi the esteem of the 

church, Acts v. 1 — 5. 
Spiritual sloth. Cant. iii. 1—4. Matt. 

XXV. 5. 
Idleness, 1 Tm. v. Idr 
IncUnatioa to seasiial iidiilgeocci» Heb. 

C2 
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3. The state of the body. 

Long continued or aggravated sickness. 

Job ii. 4 — 8. iii. 1, 2. Ps. vi. 1— ?• 

Drowsiness and languor. Matt. xxvi. 

40.43. 
Uninterrupted health, Ps. ly. 19. 

cxix. 67. 

II. How must we resist them ? 

1. Take the whole armour of God, Eph. 

vi. 11. 

2. Watch and pray, Matt xxvi. 41. 

3. Be sober, 1 Pet. v. 8. 

4. Let the word of God be in your heart, 

Ps. cxix. 11 ; Matt. iv. 1 — 11. 1 John 

ii. 14. 
5* Cultivate a simple and lowly spirit, 

Prov. xvi. 18. X. 9. 

6. Cherish a loving temper, 2 Cor. ii. 

10, 11. 

7. Be employed for God, Matt xii. 

43—45. 
6. Let faith be strengthened, Eph. vi. 16. 

1 Pet V. 9. 
0. Draw strength from the blood of Christ, 

Rev. xii. 11. 
10. Implore the continual assistance of the 
Spirit, Eph. iii. 16. Is. lix. 19. 

And let this be our encouragement : 

Christ has overcome the wicked one, 
John xiL 31. Luke x. 18. Rev. xii. 10. 
Col. u. 16. Heb. il 14. 
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By his sympathy we shall be succoured 

in our conflicts, Heb. ii. 18. 
Through hb victory we shall be more 
than conquerors, Mic. vii. 8 ; Rom. 

viii. 37. 
Therefore, 

** Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you," James iv. 7. 



XIII. 
Hbbrews iii. 1. 

Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of 
the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle 
and High Priest of our profession, Christ 
Jesus. 



All our springs are in Christ : all our 
light, encouragement, and strength come from 
bim ; therefore it is our privilege and duty to 
amtider him, 

L As the object of our contemplation in his, 

1. Delight in his Father's work, Ps. 

xl. 8. Luke ii. 49. John iv. 33, 34. 

2. Zeal for his Father's glory, John ii. 

14—17. 

3. Patient endurance of discourage- 

ments. Is. xlii. 4. xliz. 4. Heb. 

xiL 3. 
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4. Cofttimial self-denial, Mark vi, 31 — 

94. Rom. XV. 3. 

5. Unwearied endeavours to do good. 

Acts X. 38. Mark i. 82^39. 

6. Improvement of opportunities, Luke 

xii. 13 — ^15. xiv. 13-^25. John 

iv. 6, &0. vii. 37* 

7. Redemption of time, John ix. 4. 

8. Deadness to the world, Mark xiii. 1. 

John vi. 15. 

9. Tenderness to the infirmities of his 

disciples, Mark xiv. 38. 

10. Faithfulness in rebnking sin. Matt. 

xvi. 23. Luke xi. 37 — 52. 

11. Tender compassion for sinners, Mark 
ill. 6. Matt. x»». 37. Luke %i%» 41« 

12. Sympathy with the aflicted, Luke 

vii. 12, 13. John xi. 3A» 

13. Victory over temptation, Matt. iv. 

1—11. 

14. Meekness in bearing injuries, 1 Pet. 

ii. 22, 23. 
Id. Forgiveness of injaries, Luke is. 

53<^66. xxiik 84» 

16. Humility, John xiii* 4-— 16. Matt. 

XX. 28. xxi. 5. 

17. Intense interest in the work of re- 

demption, Mark X. 92. Luke xii. 

50. Heb. xii. 2. 

18. Perseverance and fervour of his 

prayers. Matt. xiv. 23. Luke vi. 12. 

xzii. 44. 

19. Acquiescence^ in his Father's will, 

Luke xxii. 42. John xii. 27. 
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IL As the pattern for our imitation. 

Like Him, let us — 

Love our Master's seryice, 2 Cor. xii. 15. 

Phil. ii. 17. 

Be zealously affected for the glory of 

God, Phil. i. 20, 21. Acto xiv. 

1^—15. xvii. 16. 
Not be discouraged by difficulties. Acts 

XX. 24. 2Cor. iv. 1. 

Keep self in continual subjection, Rom. 

X7.2. 2 Cor. viii. l^— 9. 1 John 

iii. 16. Phil. iL 4, 6* 1 Cor. xiii. 5. 

Lay yourselresoutfor the good of others. 

Gal. vi. », 10, 
Be prompt in seizing opportunities, 

2 Tim. W. 2. 
Be diligent in the redemption of time, 

£ph. Y. 16. 
Cultivate deadness to the world. Gal. 

vi. 14. 

Bear with the infirmities of our brethren, 

Rom. xv. 1. 2 Cor. xi. 29. Gal. vi. 1. 

By no means suffer sin upon our neigh- 

hour, Lev. xix. 17. Matt., xviiih 15. 

Gal. ii, 14. 
Mourn over sin in others, Ps. cxix. 

136. 168. Jer. xiii. 17. 

Let us sympathize with the afflicted, 

Rom. xii. 16. 1 Cor. xiL 26. 

Hope to overcome the tempter, James 

iv. 7. 1 John ii. 14. 
Not be easily provoked by injuries, 

LPei.v\.*LV— ?iai^ 
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Exercise a forgiving spirit. Col. iii. 

12,13. 
Be clothed ifi^ith humility, PhiL ii. 5. 

Matt. %u 29. 2 Cor. x. 1. 

Have much on our hearts the salvation 

of mnerb, Rom. x. 1. 1 Cor, n. 33. 

Pray and not faint, £ph. vi. 18^ Rom. 

xii. 12. 1 Thess. v. 17. 
Seek cen^mity t0 th« will of God, 

Acts xxi. 12 — ^14. 

Tke more habitually we contemplnte this 
P^ect pattern, the more we thaA cease from 
makkig man our ttandarcl ; the more sliaU we 
be humbled for want of conformity to our 
^viCMur; the more shall we praise him for 
a^y measare of conformity ; and the more 
yr^ fliiall ptess forward, beholding aa in a 
glMSS^ his glory, and changed into the same 
imaipe from glory to glory, even as by the 
SptrU of the Lord. 

XIV. 

Romans viii. 32. 

He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he 
not with him also freely give us all 
things? 

The world receive their good things as 
common mercies. 
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The believer receives them as covenant 
mereies, Fs. Ixxiii. IIX. 

The world know not whence 'they come, 

HoB« ii. S. 

Th)^ believer expects them from the Bieiey 
of a reconciled God, 1 Tim. iv. 8. 6» 

The world murmur if they are withheld. 

The believer knows they would be given 
if they were really good for him, Ps. xxxiv. 

10. Ixxxiv. 11. 

Because God hath given his own Son, and 
therefore with him all things will be given, 

1 Cor. ill. 22, 23. 

That is, not all that we seem to want, biit 
all that God sees we want. 



1. Afflictions to humble and prove 

Deut. viil. 2. 

2. Privations to wean us from the wot Id, 

JoDfih 6, 7. 
8. A sufficiency of temporal good, Phil. 

iv. 19. 
4. Spiritual blessings and graces, Psal. 

Ixxxiv. 11« £pfa. i. 8. 

How does Gt>d fulfil this promise ? 

1. By making us wait for a blessing, 

Is. XXX. 18. 

2. By strengthening us to bear the re- 

fusal of our desire, 2 Cor. xii. 8, 9. 

3. By causing us to see the full accom. 

plishment of this promise in what- 
ever he may appoiuti Pviaw%^Si, 
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Therefore^ which of the ehildren of God 
cannot say with Joshua , ** Not on« thing 
hath failed of all the good things which the 
Lord my God spake concerning me ; all are 
come to pass unto me, not one thin^ hath 
failed thereof'' Josh, xxiii. 14. 



%<%v%v»»%»% 



XV. 

1 Peter iii. 7. 
That your prayers be not hindered. 



He who knows not prayer to be a conflict, 
a warfare, beset with hindrances, has never 
known what real prayer is. 

He who meets these hindrances, without 
ffriefy without resistancci knows nothing of a 
fife of faith. 

The child of God both feels and resists 
these hindrances, as depriving him of the 
happiness of communion with God. Hence 
that cry, Be not silent unto me, lest, if thou 
be silent to me, I become like them that go 
down to the pit Ps. xxyiii. 1. 

I. What does the Christian find to be a hin* 
drance to prayer ? 

Unpreparedness of heart, Job zi. 18 — 15. 

Cant. V. 2, 3. 
Worldly objects entaqgling the affcc* 

tioBs, Ezek. xiy. 4. 
Want of Christian loye^ 1 Pet iii. 7. 
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Unbelief, James i. 6, 7. Matt xxL 22 - 
Spiritual sloth, Cant. iii. 1 — 3. 
Unconfessed guilt, Ps. xxxii. 3, 4. 
Neglected opportunities. Cant t. 6. 
Bodily languor, Mark xir. 37—41. 
Absence of the Spirit*s influence, Ps. 

Ixxx. 18. Is. Ixiy. 7. 

Indistinct apprehension of the way of 

access revealed, John xvi. 23, 24. 

£ph. ii. la. 

II. How may hindrances be removed ? 

Be aware of their danger, Hos. vii. 9. 
Be sensible of your wants, Rev. iii. 17. 
Make a fresh application to the blood of 

Jesus, Heb. x. 22. 
Set apart special time for examiniition 
into the cause of the hindrance, Ps. 

cxxxix. 23, 24. 

Rest not in any thing short of a restora« 

tion to former comforts, Ps. xiii. 

li. 12. 

Pray, and persevere in prayer, in dew 

spite of nlndrances and difficulties 

from within and from without. Matt. 

XV. 22—28. 
li^bour to give Ood the whole heart, 

Jer. xxix. 12, 13. 

As you value your own soul, and the 
privilege of communioor with God, and as 
YOU deprecate separation from the source of 
life and comfort, dread any thing which will^ 
prove a hindrance to prayer. 
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XVL 

Habakkuk ill. 2. 
O Lord» reviTC thy work. 



When he vrho walketh in the midst of the 
golden candlesticks, looks upon the work 
of his own hands, and beholds it drooping, 
declining, dyinff, he utters this rebuke — '< I 
know . thy works, &c. Be watchful, and 
strengthen the things that remain, which 
are ready to die,'* Rev. iii. 1, 2. The 
tender-hearted believer owns the charge, and 
cries, " O Lord, revive thy work I*' 

I. When does the work of the Lord need 
reviving ? 

1. When iniquity abounds. Is. lix. 1 — ^15. 

Jer. V. xxiii. 10, &c. 

2. Where there is a want of power upon 

the word. Is. lxiv» 7* Matt, itiii, 

14, 16. 

3. When there is want of appetite for 

the sincei^ milk of the word. Numb. 

xxi. 5. 2 Tim. iv. 3. 

4. When there is want of concern for the 

honour of God, Hag. L 1—9. 
6. When the principles and conduet <rf 
believen are not distinctly separate 
from the world, % Chron. xviii. .1, 

xix, S« £sra is. 2. 
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II. How does the Lord revive his work ? 

1. By excitiog his people to pray, Ps. 

Ixxx, Zech. viii. 21. Ps. ixxxv. 4 — ?• 
Is. Ixiii. 17. Acts i. 14. ii* 1. 

2. By invigorating their graces. Hot. xtT» 

6—7. 

3. By sending an increased power upon 

the wordy Acts ii. 41—47. v. 13, 14. 

vi.7. xi.21. 24. 

4. By causing a stedfast adherence to 

the means of grace, Neh. ix. 3. Luke 

xxiv. 53. Acts ii. 46. 

6. By a distinct separation of his people 

from the company and principles of 

the i]iigodly» rCeh. ix. 9. Acts ii. 40. 

2 Cor. vi. 14—18. 

6. By pouring out a 8|Hrit of love and 

unity upon his church, Acts ii. 44, 45. 

iv« 32. Is. xi. 6—0. 
7« By enlarging the enjoyment of Gospel 

privileges. Acts ix. 31. 
8. By restoring those Who have erred in 
doctrine or practice^ to the simplicity 
of the gospel of Christ, Is. xxix. 24. 

Let us learn the importance of earnest, 
individual, and united prayer, for the out- 
pouring of that gracious Spirit who is the 
Almighty Agent of tiie revival of the Lord's 
work in his cbuicfa. 



28 

XVII. 
Psalm xvi. 7. 

I will bless the Lord who hath given 
me counsel. 



And have not I reason to bless him ? 
For his counsel has been among the most 
precious tokens of his love. 

When I was dead in trespasses and sins, 
he gave me counsel. 

To convince me of* my misery^ Rev. iii. 

17, 18. 

To turn me fW>m the paths of destruction , 

Prov. i. 24—26. Ezek. xviii. 30--32. 

To invite me to my Saviour, Is^lv.l. 

Matt^ xL 28. 

When I had forsaken the path of peace, 
he gave me counsel 

To rebuke my wanderings, Jer. ii. 18. 

81. 
To guide me to the way of return, Jer. 

xxxi. 21. 

To excite me to a more tender walk, Ps. 

Ixxxv. 8. Jer. iii. 4. John v. 14. 

When through grace I am walking in the 
lig^t he gives me counsel 

To direct my way. Is. xxx. 21. JeK 

X. 23. 
To maintain my confidence, Is* xxx. 

16. 
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To excite to watchfulness, Luke xii. 

36—37. 

And I may expect this counsel to be giFen 
according to my need. 

In time of worldly prosperity, Bettt* 

viii. 10—16. 

In time of worldly trouble, Micah yt; 9. 

Prov, iii, 11. 

Im time of spiritual distress, ts. L 10. 

He speaks to me 

By his providence, Numb. xxii. 22. 32. 

1 Sam. xxT. 32. 
By the still small voice of his spirit to 

my heart, Neh. ix. 20. 
By the cheeky and prickings of my 

conscience, 1 Sam. xxiv. 6. 
By the sure and unerring directions of 

his word» Fs. cxix. 24. It« viii. 20. 

And what effect should the counsel of 
Hit Lord thus graciously vouchsafed have 
upon me ? 

Lively gratitude. '^ I will bless the Lord*' 
Diligent improvement of it, Ps. cxix. 67. 
Habitoal listening and waiting for it, 

Ps. Ixxxv. 8. 
£iieotfragemeiit to ftitare hope, Ps. 

Ixxxiii. 24. 



B2i 
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XVIII. 
Psalm cv. 3. 

Let the heart of them rejoice that seek 
the Lord. 



Not only does security, but happiness, 
belong to the ways of God. And that not 
only when they are found, but in the act 
of seeking them. Let the heart of them 
rejoice that seek the Lord. 

L Who are called upon to rejoice ? 

Those 

1. Who haTC stedfastly set their faces 

Zion-ward, Jer. 1. 4, 5. Is. xliv. 5. 

2. Who are deterred by no difficulties. 

Rev. ziv. 4. 

3. Who are improving the ligbt shed 

upon their path. Acts x. ^^6. 
4* Who are making daily progress to- 
ward heaven, Prov. iv. 18. Ps. 

Ixxxiv. 7. 

II. Why are they to rejoice? Because 

1. They are seeking a better portion, 

Ps. xvi. 6, 0. Heb. xi. 16. 

3. In seeking they are sure to find, 

Ps. xcvii. 11. Is. xlv. 19. 

3. When found it shall abide with 

them for ever, Luke x. 42. 

John xvi. 22. 
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Yet they do net always rejoice, becaiise qS 

1. Unbelief, Ps. Ixxvii. 2—10. 

2. Impatience, Ps. xxxi. 22. czvi. 11. 

3. The power of temptation, Ps. xlii* 

9,10. 

4. Indulgence of sin. Job xi. 14, 15. 

XT. 11. 

But rest not short of a holy joy, Ps, 
11 12. 

It is Che Christian's eharaeier to rejoice, 
Phil. iu. 3. 

It is his cfctQf, as bringing honour to God, 
Ps. xxxiv. 1 — 3. 

It is his privUege, as bringing support to 
himself. Acts xtL 26. 

It b his strength, as enabling him to perse- 
vere in obedience and conflict, 1 Sam. ii. 1. 
Neh. viii. 10. 

Therefore — ** Rejoice in the Lord always, 
and again I sny rejoice," Phil. iv. 4. 



*'%*««^*<%%>« 



XIX. 

1 TUESSALONIANS T. 19. 

Quench not the Spirit. 

As if it were said, grieve not your best 
friend— ^poil not your choicest comfort— « 
Deprive not yourself of your richest privi* 
lM;es. For the Spirit is all« and more thaa 
all this to the belierer, therefore ** Quetlcb 
not the Spirit.'' 
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I. Wbat ar^ his inflnetices ? 

1. lifoy Jobo vi. 93. 

in pur sottldy £zek« xxxtu. 1 — 14. 

John iii. 5. 8. 
in our graces, Cant« iv. 16. 

2. Light 

in the revelation of the know- 
ledge of God, Eph. i. 17, 18. 
the glory of Christ, John xvi: 
13—15. 1 Cor. xii. a. 
spiritual blessingSi 1 Cor. ii. 

9, 10. 12. 

9. Comfort, John xiv. 16. 

Adoption, Rom. yiii. 15, lOu Gal« 

iv. 6. 
Supplicaiioiiy ZecL xiL 10. Rom* 

viiu 20. 

Love of God, Rom. t. 6. 
Hope, Rom. xv. 13. 
4. Strength^ Eph. iii. 16. 

Against sin, Rom. viii. 13. Gal. 

V. 16. 
Against spiritual enemies, Is. 

lix. 19. 
• Untoholinesa, Esf^. xxxvi. 27. 

Gal. V. 22, 23. 26. 



3. 



II. How may these influences be cheeked ? 

1. By neglecting to cherish tfaem. Matt. 
XXV. 8. which is the case 
When tfpiritoal life is not eonMantly 
preserved, Rev. iit. f • ' 
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When spiritual light is not dili* 

ffently improved, John xii. 35. 
lYheu spiritual comfort is not duly 

▼alued, Cant. v. 3. 
When spiritual strength is not care- 
fully supported, Hos. yii. 0. 
2. By determinately resisting them. Is. 

Ixiii. 10. Acts yii. 51. 
And this is manifested by 
Dulness of spiritual sensibility, John 

xii. 39, 40. 
Indulgence of unmortified tempers^ 

Eph. iv. 29—32. 
Rebellion against the open admo- 
nitions of the Spirit, Heb. x. 29. 
Stifling his secret convictions. Acts 

xziv. 25. 

Beware of every thing tending to quench 
flie Spirit, 1 Tim. iv. 14. 

Cherish every thing tending to encourage 
his influences, 2 Tim. i. 6* 
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XX. 

Matthew xxii. 29. 
Ye do err, not knowing the Scriptures. 

When thy word goeth forth it giveth light 
and understanding unto the simple ; therefore, 
those who know not the Scriptures are in 
darkness, and those who use them not are in 
perplexity. 
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' J. The people of God do often err. 

1 They yield to unbelief, Luke xxiv. 11. 

2. Tbey give way to despondency, Heb. 

xii. 6, 

3. They sink into deadness, Ps. cxix. 

25. 

4. They yield to the power of tempta- 

tion» Matt, xxvl 31. 

Because they know not the Scriptures; 

As 

1. A ground of faith, Luke xxiv. 25, 

John u. 22. xii. 16. 

2. A renedjr against denpoudency, Ps. 

cxix. 02. 

8« A means of quickening the soul, Ps. 

(! cxix. 60. 93. 

4. An instrument of powt r against tems- 

tation, Ps. cxix. 11. xvii. 4* £pn. 

vi. 17. 1 JohB ii. 14. 

II. How may we se^ know the Scriptures as 
to be preserved irom error ? 

1. By diligently searching them. Acts 

xvii. 11. 

2. By frequent meditation on them^ Ps. 

i. 2. cxix. 97. 

3. By exercising faith upon them, 

1 Theis. ii. 13. Hebw iv. 2. 

4. By direct appliottion of them to o«r- 

selves, Acts. ii. 37. 

5. By seeking the teaching of the Holy 

Spirit, John xvi. 13 — 15. 
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•Let .us le^rn the iDiporiauce of bringkis 
every thiiig to the test of Scripture, Is. viii. 
20. John V. 46. 

Let us consuli it in all perpIeiitieB, PiJ 
cxix. 24. 

So shall it be a lamp to our feet aad a light 
to our paths, Ps. exix. 105. 
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XXL ' 
Hebrews xii. 1. 
The sin that doth so easily beset i|s,i 



I. How is our besetting sin to be discof^rod ? 

By marking 

1. The constitutional temper of our mii^s. 

As in Peter, fear of man, Matt. x^i. 

69 Gal. ii. 11—13. 
in Jonah, fretfuluess of temper, 

Jonah iv, 1 — 9, &g. 

2. The peculiar tendency of God's d^^m- 

ings with us. Job xxxiii. 17. Deut. 

viii. 2, 8. Ig^ 

. 3, What seems most to interrupt ^m 

presence of God in our souls, JcMk 

vii. 10—13, Is. Hx.5L 
4. At what point we are most averse to 

receive reproof, Mark vi. 17— 20w 
6. What we are most inclined, to covets 

Johax^LU4 — ^11 
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'6. What it costs us most to abandon, 

Luke %v\iu 23. 

II. How may it be mortified ? 
Bjr. 

1. Considering the exceeding sinfulness 
and danger of it, Gen. xxxix. SI. 

Ps, li. 4. 
2. Exercising faith in the death of Christ, 

Rom. vi. 6 — 11. 

5. Much and earnest prayer for the sanc- 

tifying graceof the Spirit, Ps. li. 11, 

12. Rom. yiii. 13. 

4. Conscientiously avoiding the external 

sources of temptation. Job xxxi. 1. 

Gen. xxxix. 10. Prov. xxiii..l, 2. 

6. Watching against the inward disposi- 

tions that give advantage to it. Pa. 

xviii. 23. Prov. iv. 23. 

6. Habitual self-denial, Luke ixV 23. 

1 Cor. ix. 27. 

Have I made the real discovery of my 
i»f J[8r. xviL 0. 

Does it never sit lightly upon me ? 

Is it never entertained as a bosom-friend, 
instead of being cast out as a traitor? 

Am I ready to resist unto blood striving 
ngaintt it? Heb. xii. 4. 

Do I realize the strength of Christ in its 
conquest? 2 Cor. xii. 9. 

Am I looking to heaven for complete de- 
Kverance from it ? Rom. viii. 23. 
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XXII. 

Exodus xxxiii. 18. 
t beseech thee, shew me thy glory. 



I. How was thb prayer answered to Moses 1 

1. By a display of the goodness of God, 

£xod. xxxiv. 6. 7. 

2. By a display of his sovereignty, Ex. 

xxxiii. 19. 

3. By a display of bis justice, Exod. 

xxxiy. ?• 

IL Through what medium will it be an- 
swered to us ? 

1. In the Gospel, 2 Cor. iii. 18. 

2. Through Jesus Christ, John i. 18. 

xiv. 8, 9. 2 Cor. iv. 6. 

3. By the Spirit, Eph. i. 17, 18. 1 Cor. 

ii. 9, 10. 

III. What effect will a sight of thb glory 
have upon us ? 

1. Abasement, Ex. xxxiy. 8, 9. Job xlii. 

5, 6. Isa. yi. 5. 

2. Devotedness, Is. yi. 8, 9. Acts. ix. 

3—6. 

3. Conformity, 2 Con iii. 18. 1 John 

iii. 2, 3. 

Let your desires be supremely iixed on the 
«t subject of this petition, Ps. Ixiii. 1, 2. 

Let it be the object of daily pursuit, Ps. 
xxyii. 4. 
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Let faith be exercised to behold it, John 
xi. 40. 

Let heaven be anticipated as the complete 
fulfilment of this prayer, John xvii. 24. 
Rev. xxi. 23. 



XXIIL 

Luke xxii. 19. 
This do in remembrance of me. 

This ordinance, as it was a special token 
of the Saviour's love, so it is a special means 
of communion with himself Indeed, all the 
blessings connected with divine communion 
may be looked for here. 

I. Why do I come to the Lord's table ? 

Because my Master commands it, 1 Cor. 

xi. 23. 25. 
Because my soul needs it, Ps. cxix. 81. 

John vi. 35. 
To remember Christ, 1 Cor. xL 26. 
To mourn over my sin, Luke vii. 38. 
To renew my covenant with God, Ps. 

cxvi. 16 — 19. 
To be strengthened and refreshed in my 
soul. Cant ii. 3. 

II. How am I to come ? 

With an understanding heart, Ps. xliii. 

3, 4 1 Cor. xi. 29. 
a reverent heart, Oen. xxviii. 16, 17. 

Ps. Ixxxix. 7* 
a penitent heart, Ps. li. 17. 
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With an hungeriag hearty Matt, t. 6. 
a believing heart, John ri. 35. 
a sincere heart, Ps. xxvi. 6. 1 Cor. 

V. 7, 8, 
a loving and charitable heart, 1 Cor. 

X. 17. Matt. V. 23, 24. 
a thankful heart, Ps. cxvi. 12, 13. 

Acts ii. 46. 

III. What may I expect when I come ? 

That I shall not be sent empty away, 
Ps. xxxvi. 8. Jer. xxxi. 14. Luke i. 53. 

That I shall be blessed according to mj 
need, Phil. It. 19* 

Therefore let me ask. 

What comforts do I most desire ? 

Assurance of pardon under the guilt 

of sin, Luke vii. 50. 
Victory over the power of sin, Rom. 

vi. 14. 
Joy and peace in believing, Rom. 

XV. 13. 

What graces do I most need ? 

If I do not receive sensible comfort, I 
may still be filled with goodness, 

Ps. cvii. 9. 
I may be blessed with 
Increase of faith, Luke xvii. 5. 

1 John V. 13. 
Spiritual strength, Zech. x« 12* xii. B. 
Brokenness of heart, Zech« t\v, \<^. 
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Let me examine what are my besetting 
corruptions, 2 Chron. vi. 29. 

And go expecting that particular grace 
whereby I may subdue them, John i. 16. 

XXIV. 

Acts ix. 6. 

Lord^ what wilt thou have me to do ? 



This first expression of a soul awaking 
from the sleep of sin, may be suitable as the 
waking enquiry of every day. For every 
day brings with it something fresh to do for 
God/^and calls for a fresh, dedication of 
ourselves to his service. 

I. It is the expression of a renewed will, 
Implying, 

1. Singleness, Numb« xiv« 24. Phil. 

iii. 13. 

2. Promptitude, Ps« cxix. 6Q. Gal. 

i. 16. 

3. Determination* Acts xi. 23. Psalm 

cxix. 112. 

J I. And such an expression as this the Lord 
has engaged to answer. Hob. xiv. 8. 

Actsiix. 6. 
The answer will seldom be mistaken, 

1. The first whisper of conscience be 
regan|ed. Is, xxx. 21. 
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2. The dictates of the flesh be silence 

MattXTi. 2 

3. The word of God be diligently m 

ditated apon» Ps« cxix. 11. 24. 

4. The teaching of the Spirit be ea 

nestly implored, Ps. cxliii. 10. 



f And hast thou any thing for me to d 

I O my God ? O bless me with a ready wii 

7 a cheerful mind. Let me be constrained I 

t. a Saviour's dying love, that I maydelig 

I to do thy will, O Lord. 

I 
» 



XXV. 

Matthew xi. 28. 

Come unto me^ all ye that labour an 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest 



I. What is rest? 
That which every human creature 

\ seeking, Ps. iv. 6. 

i That which the world offers, Prov. i 

j 16, 1 

* But can never give, Eccles. i. 13, 14 

* u. 22, 2 

II. Where is it to be obtained? 

Not in sin. Is. Ivii. 10. 20. Jer. ii. 36. 
Not in riches, Ps. xxxix. 6. Eccles. 

10.1 
Not in idleness, Prov. xv« 19. 
Not in pleasure, Eceles. \u 1» 

£'2 
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Not in fame, Eccles. ii. 16. 

Not in knowledge, Eccles. i. 18. 

Not in self-righteousness, Heb. iv. 8. 10. 

But only in Christ, Heh. iv. 3. 

In his atonement, Rom. v. 10. 

In his righteousness, Ps. xxxii. 1, 2. 

In his^ intercession, Horn. viii. 84. 

In his glory, Heh. iv. 0. Rev. vii. 

16, 17. 
Therefore, 

Come to him. 
At all events and hazards. Matt xv. 22. 
Guilty, Luke vii. 37, &c. 
Naked, Rev. iii. 18. 
Lost, Matt. viii. 25. 
Ignorant, Luke x. 39. 
Tempted, 2 Cor. xii. 7» 8. 
Backsliding, Jer. iii. 22. 

Abide in him, John xv. 9. 
Follow him. Matt. xi. 29. 
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XXVL 

Matthew xii. 34. 

Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaketh. 

The heart is the great treasury of good 
and evil. The frame of the believer's heart 
orders his conversation, and out of the abun* 
dance of the heart the meuth speaketfa. 
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I. What is that frame of heart that constrains 

the belierer to speak? 

1. A sense of redeemiag: lore^ Acts 

iv. 20. 
% A sense of the worth of the soul, Act{» 

XTii. 16, 17» xviii. 5. 

3. A lively apprehension of etenial 

things, 2 Cor. iv. IS. vi. 11* 

4. Answers to prayer, Ps. ixvi. 16 — 18. 

1 Sam. i. 27. ii. 1—10. 

II. What has he to speak for ? 

1. For the honour of his Saviour, Ps. 

cxlv. 11, 12. Col. iii. 16, 17. 

2. For the encouragement of the weak, 

Ps. xxxiv. 2. 

3. For the conviction of the world. Col. 

iv. 6. 1 Pet. ili. 15. 

III. What are the hindrances to his speak- 

ing? 

1. A sense of guilt, Ps. 1L 14. 

2. Absence of the Lord's favour, Ps. U. 

12,^13. 

3. A heart not filled with divine things, 

Eph. V. 18, 19. 

4. Fear of man. Matt. xxvi. 60 — 74. 

Is it a grief to me that I am fluent ht 
worldly conversation, and dumb m. my Sa- 
viour's praise ? 

Am I seeking to have my heart filled with 
heavenly things, that out of the abundance 
thereof my mouth may speak ? 
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Is it my daily prayer that the Lord would 
open my lips to shew forth hb praise ? 

Am I watchful lest my conyersation should 
be only the talk of the lips, that teudeth to 
penury ? Proy. xiy. 23. 

Do I fear sinful silence, as well as sinful 
speaking? 

When I am unable to bear testimony for 
my Sayiour, is it painful to me ? Ps. xxxix. 

1, 2. Jer. XX. 9. 



XXVII. 



HosEA xiy. 8. 



Ephraim shall say, What haye I to do 
any more with idols ? 



£yery indulged sin in God's people is an 
idol in the place of God, Ezek. xiy. 3. 
God is a jealous God, Is. xlii. 8. 
And therefore withdraws himself, Hos. 

iy. 17. y. 16. 2 Cor. tL 16. 

I. The conyinced backslider will say. 

What haye they .done for me? Jon. 

ii. 8. Rom. yi. 21. 

What comfort, what support, what hope 

haye they afforded me ? Judges xyiii. 

24. 
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They have destroyed my comfort^ Job 

XV. !!• 
They have weakened my strength^ Hoe. 

vii. 3. 
They have clouded my hope, Is. Ivii. 17. 

lix.2. 
II. The penitent backslider will say. 

What have I to do with them any more ? 
Hos. ii. 7. Luke xv, 13—20. Jer. iii. 

21—23. 
I am ashamed of them, Jer. xxxi. 19. 

Ezek. XYi. 63. 
I hate them, Ps. ci. 3. Deut. vii. 26. 
I renounce Uiem, Is. xxvi. 13. 
I yield myself up to thee. Acts ix. 6. 

Rom. yi. 13. 19. 
And what saith the answer of God ? 
" I have heard him, and observed him." 

Hos. xiv. 8. 



XXVIII. 

EPHESIAIf S V. 16. 

Redeeming the time. 



The Christian's motto is, *' Ye are bought 
with a price:" 

Therefore all he is and has is the Lord's. 

His time, as well as his other talents, he 
has received with this injunction, " Occupy 
till I come." Luke xix. 13. 
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And therefore^ 

I. He desires to redeem the time from, 

1. Unprofitable conversation, Ps. cxli. 3. 

£ph. y. 4. 

2. Useless interference with the concerns 

of others, 1 Tim. v. 13. 

3. Indulgence of the fleshi Ps. cxix. 

147, 148. 

4. Want of punctuality in engagements, 

Eccles. iii. 1. 

5. Prodigality of our minutes, Eccles. 

ix.lO. 

II. He finds motives for the redemption of 

time in 

1. A Saviour's lore, 2 Cor. y. 14, Id. 

2. Recollectioa of wasted time, 1 Pet. 

iy. 3. 

3. A sense of the nearness of eternity, 

Rom. xiii. 11. 

4. The account to be given, Luke xix. 15. 

And let us, as our encouragement and in- 
centive to this duty, ever set before us the 
example of Him, 

Who said, I must work the works of Him 
that sent me, while it is day, John ix. 4 ; 

Who abridged liimself of needful sleep, 
Mark i. 35, and refreshment, Mark vi. 
31—34. 

That he might fill up every moment in the 
work for which he came down from heaven. 
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XXIX 

COLOSSIANS ill. 24. 

Ye serve the Lord Christ. 

An encouraging thoa^t to those who are 
employed, however humhly, in the service of 
God. They '* serve the Lord Christ." 

I. How important his service. 
Kequiringy 

1. Implicit faith» Is. xlix. 4. 

2. Cheerful obedience, Acts xx. 24. 

xxi. 13. 

3. Habitual self-denial, Matt xvi. 24. 

Rom. XV, 1 — 3. 

II. How constraining the motive to serve 

him. 

1. His own dying love, John xxi. 15, Id. 

2. A concern for bis glory, Phil. i. 

20, 21. 

3. The perbhing state of souls, 1 Cor. 

X. 33. Jude 33. 

III. How abundant die (encouragement aris- 

ing from, 

1. The character of onr Master, ^* The 

Lord Christ.'* 

2. His willingness to accept our service. 

Matt. X. 42. 2 Cor. viii. 12. 

3. The strength he imparts to serve him, 

2 Cor. ix, 8* PhvU vi- V^- 
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4. The recompence set before us, John 
xii. 26. Rev. iji^ 10. 1 Cor. xv. 58. 

IV. How blessed the privilege. 

1. It is the work of the angels of God, 

Ps. ciii. 20. Heb. i. 14. 

2. It will be the work of the redeemed 

in heaven, Rev. xxiL 3. vii. 15. 

Therefore, 

Be ready to serve him, Is. vi. 8. 

Be aware of your own inability to serve 
him, 2 Cor. iii. 5, 6. 

Be humbled for the unprdfitableness of 
your best services, Ps. cxliii. 2. Luke 

xvii. 10. 

Be ashamed of yielding to discourage- 
ments. Josh. vii. 6 — 10. Neh. vi. 11. 

Be constant at a throne of grace. Col. 

iv. 12. 



XXX. 

Isaiah 1. 10. 

Who is among yoa that feareth the 
Iiord, that obeyeth the voice of his ser- 
vanty that walketh in darkness and hath 
no H^t, let him trust in the name of the 
LoiOi and stay upon his God. 

Here is a tempted Saviour, counselling 
hb tempted peoplei Is. I. 4. 
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I. Under what circumstances of spiritual 
darknew does this counsel apply ? 

To times qf 

SfMritual desertion^ Ps. Ixxvii. 7 — 9. 
Satan's temptations^ Ps. cxliii. 3. 
Personal affliction. Job xxx. 16 — 21. 

Is. xxxviii. 10. 
Zion's troufaie^j Is. xlix. 14. 

IT. What is the -counsel given to the be- 
liever ? 

To trust in the name of the Lord, Exod. 
xxxiv. 6, 6, Ps. ix, 10, Prov. xviii. 10. 
To stay upon ||iis God, Is. xxvi.. 3, 4. , 

Because, . 

In spiritual desertion the Lord will not 
cast off, Is. liv. 7, 8. 

In Satan*s temptations the Lord will 
conquer, Is lix. 19. 

In personal affliction the Lord will sup- 
port, Ps. xli. 3, 4. 2 Cor. i. 3, 4. 

In Zion^s troubles . the Lord is faithful. 

Is. xlix. 15, 10. 

In such a season. 

Be diligent in searching out the cause. 

Job XT. 11. 
, Beware of grieving the Spirit by impa- 
tience, Ps. xxxi. 22. Jonah iv* I. 
Beware of injuring the cause of religion 
by the appearance of gloom or dejec- 
tion, Ps. Ixix. 6, 7. Matt. vi. 16» 17* 
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But, 
Let your frame be amhumble lubmission 
under the chastisement of God, Ley. 
X. 3. xxvi. 41. Job i. 20. ii. 10. Ps. 

xxxix. 9. Lam. iii. 39. 

And a patient expectation of the return 

of his mercyi Fs. xxrii. 13, 14. xlii. 

1, 8. exxx. 6, 6. Is. yiii. 17. Lam. 

iii. 26. Jonah ii, 4. 1 Pet t. 6, 

XXXI. 

MiCAH iv. 5. 

For all people will walk every one in 
the name of his god, and we will walk 
in the name of the Lord our God for ever 
and ever. 



All people have some object of worship, 
and the little flock of Christ, when they 
observe the multitudes around them devoted 
to the idols of their hearts, may learn many'; 
a lesson of self-denial, wisdom, and diligence 
in the service of their God. 

As their character b in conformity with 
the object of their wonhip, Ps, cxv. 8. 
So should ours be, 1 Pet. i. 14 — 16. 

As they walk in the name of their God, 
Some praismg the gods of gold and sil- 
ver, Ac Dan. v. 4 ; 
Some setting up the stumbling-block, 

^^ "17— .1. «2- A . 
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Some sayins to gold, thou art my con* 

fidencet Job zxxi. 24; 
Othen wonriiip|ring and serving the crea- 
ture, Rom. L 26; 
So will we walk in the name of our God. 
We will profess his name, Dan. vi. 

IO9 11. Is. xliv. 5. 

honour his charaeter, Dan. iii. 

16» 17. 1 Chrouv xvl. 23. 

love his service. Is. xxvi. 13. 

Ps. cxvi. 16. 
walk in his ways. Is. ii. 3. 

Zech. X. 12. 
Is this our profession ? 
What then is oiir walk ? 



James iv. 8. 

Draw nigh to God, and he will dcaw 
nigh to you. 

The end of all ordinances is to bring us 
nigh to Ood, Matt, xviii. 20. 

Christ is the way of aecess, John xiv. 6. 

Every breathing of real prayer is a draw- 
ing nigh unto God. 

Every return of blessing is God's drawing 
nigh unto us. 

I. How must we draw nigh to God ? 

1. Through Christ, Heb. vii. 19. xiii. 15. 

2. By the Spirit, £ph. ii. 18« 
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II. To what spirit miist we draw nigh ? 

1. With a clean heart, James iV« 8. Ps« 

xxvi. «. Ixiri; 18, 19. 

2. With a broken heart, James iv. 9. 

Joel ii. 12. 

3. With a believing heart, Heb. x. 22. 

III. What shall be our success ? 
He will draw nigh to us, 

1. To hear our prayers, Ps. xxxiv. 

17, 18. 

2. To support our hbpes. Lam. iii. 57. 
'3. To take up his abode in our hearts. 

Is. Ivii. 15. Rev. iii. 20. 

What is my habitual frame in attending 
upon the ordinances ? 
Do I resort thither with 
An intention of drawing nigh to God? 
An expectation that God will draw nigh 

tome? ' 

A resolution to be satisfied with nothing 
short of this ? Ps. xlii. 1, 2. 



»%%%%%%%%« 



XXXIII. 

Hebrews v. 8, 9. 

Though be were a son, yet learned he 
obedience by the things which he suf- 
fered ; and facing made perfect, he became 
the author of eternal BfdvaUon ipito all 
j^hem that obey him. 
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It is alike oor duty and privilege to con- 
template the charaetor ana offices of the 
Saviour, Heb« iii. 1. 

It was as necesMiry for the work of salva- 
tion that he should be perfect man as perfect 
God, Heb. ii. 16—18. 

Mark in the text the union of his personal 
and official character. 

I. His personal character. 

1. His person. As a son, Heb. i. 4, 5. 

From his birth increasing in wis- 
dom, Luke ii. 6±. 

The Spirit given to him without 
measure, John iii. 34. 

The Spirit resting upon him con- 
stantly, Is. xL 2. 

2. His lesson. He learned obedience, 

John vui. 29. vi. 38. 

! Delight in his Father's service, Ps. 
xl. 7, 8. John iv. d2— 34. 
Resignation to his Fathei's will, 
John xiL 21, 28. Matt xxvi. 39. 
Perseverance in his appointed 
work. Matt iii. 15. Luke xii. 60. 
Mark x. 32. Phil. ii. 8. 

3. The school in which he learned was 
suffering. Is. liiL 3. 

His sufferings were the occasion of 
calling his obedience into exercise, 
such as, 

r2 
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The temptations of Satan, Heb. 

IL 18>. Matt. IT. l*— 10. 

The contradiction of sinftto» Heb* 

xii« 8. Matt. xxii. 16^—46. 

The endurance of bodily trials, Is.- 

1. 6, 6. Ps. xxii. 6-r-8. Ixix. 21. 

The imputation of sin^ Ps. xxii. 



By these sufferings being made perfect, 
.. he became the author of eternal sal- 
vation, &c. 

11. His official character. 

1. The author of eternal salvation, Heb. 

{ ix. 12. 

By working out an ev'orlasting 
righteousness, Dan. ix. 24. 

By iniplanting a, principle of love, 
2 CJor. V. 14, 15. 1 Pet. ii. 24. 

By supplying unceasing help to the 
endyyH^b. ii. 18. 

By ever living to make iiiterces- 
aioa, Hefai. vii. 25. 

2. The subjects of this salvation — ** all 
them that obey him,'' is. Iv^ 8. 

That obey his call to 

Repentance^ M^rk' i. 15. • Acts 

ii. 38. 
Faith, Matt^ xi. 28. 
Obedience, Matt.xi.2a> 

Let the Saviour's obedience encoarage our 
obedience, John xv. 10, 
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Lei the SaviouPe example, in learning obe- 
dience from buffering, teach us the piofit of 
suffering, Ps. tcir. 1% cxix. 71. 

Let the Saviour's character he contem- 
plated as the source of every spiritual bless- 
ing to his obedient people. Acts r. 31, 32. 

Matt. xvii. 5. 



XXXIV, 

Psalm xxv. &i . 
On thee do I wait all the day. 

I. What does 'a waiting spirit denote ? 

1. Faith, Matt, xy. 22—28. 

2. Humility, 2 Sam. xy. 25, 26. , 

3. Desire, Lsa. xxvi. Q,' p. 

I 4. Expectation, Ps. Ixii. 5. cxxiii. 1, 2. 

cix|L. 5, 6. 
5. Constancy, Prov. vlii. d4. Job xiiii 15. 

II. Who are to wait on God ? 

1. The ignorant, to be taught, Ps. 

xxv. 5. 

2. The backslider, to be' restored, Jer. 

xxix. 12, 13. Mic. vii. 7-^9. 

3. Those who are in darlfinese* .to be en- 

lightened. Is. viii. 17. 1. 10. 

4. The believer; to be strengthened, Ps. 

xxvii. 14. Is. xU 31. . 

III. When are we to. wait on; God ?. 

All the dayi flos. xii« 6. 
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1. In an habitual eyeing of &oA, Vs. 

XTi. 8. i Cor. X. 31. 

2. In receiving our daily confortB from 

bin. Pa. IzTtu. 19. 1 Tim. iv. 

3. In oommitting our cares and diffi* 

Gullies to bim. Matt yi. 34. Ps. 

XXT. 15. 

4. In employing the mind on his word, 

Ps. i. 2. cxix. 97. 

5. In watching the intimations of his 

proYidenoe and his Spirit, Hab. 

ii. 1. 

6. In exercising the soul in continual 

Erayer and praise, Ps. Iv. 17* 
lao. Ti. 10. Ps. cxix. 164. 

This is a priyilege the world knows nothing 
of. Oh! let us/ as believers, .enjoy it 
by using it ; for ** the Lord is good to them 
that wait for him, to the soul that seeketh 
him.*' Lain. iii. 25. 



. XXXV. 
Psalm cxix. 59. 

I thought on my waya, and turned my 
feieft unto thy testunonies. 



The heart of fallen man is turned to his 
own iniquity, l8.'liii. 6. 
Ood u not m idl his thoughts, Ps. x. 4. 
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■ 

And even the renewed heart n bent to 
turn aside from the good ways of 6od, like 
a deceitful bow. 

In both cases, it is the work of the Holy 
Spirit to turn the heart back to its God ; 

Producing, 

I. Consideration— awakened to ask, 

1. What hare I done ? 2 Sam. xiL 13. 

Jef. Viii. 6. 

2. What does the Lord mean me to do ? 

' Jer.iii. t2. Lam. iil 40. 
This consideration will issue m, 

II. Obedience. 

1. Prompt, cxiz. 60. 2 Chron. xxix. 36. 

Zecb. viii. 21. Luke xv. 18. 

2. Sincere, Ps. xviii. 21—23. 

3. Persevering, 2 Chron. xt. 17. Luke 

axii. 28. 

• 

Let bvery declension from God* be jea- 
lously watched, Prov. iv. 26, 27. Ps. cxxxix. 

. 23, 24. 

Be faithful to the convincing voice of the 
Spirit, Rev. ii. 29. Prov. i. 23. 

Repent, and do the first works. Rev. ii. 5. 



XXXVL 

Proverbs viii. 34, 35. 

Blessed is the mftn that heareth me, 
watching dally hi my gatea, valtm^^tMafc 
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posts of my doors ; for whoso findcth me 
fiodetib Ufe^ and slnll obtain bvour of the 
Lord. 

1. The acceptd.ble frame for waiting upon 
Christ. 

1. F^th» Joha t. 34. ; 

. 2. Patience^ Matt xv. 22. 
3, Diligent use of all the means of grace. 
Is. Ixiy* 4, 5. Cant. i. 1, 8. 

II» Encowragament to wait upon Christ 

1. T4itey shall find life« . 

Christ is their life, John xir. 6. C0I4 

m. 4. 

'' Life in their souls, Oal. ii* 20* 

Life in their graces^ John x. 10. 

' 2. They shall obtun favour, 

favour towards their persons. Gen. 

iv. 4. Eph. i, 6. 
Acceptance of their services, 1 Pet 

ii. 6. 
Communication of. all spiritual bles- 
sings, Rom. viii. 32. 1 Cor. UL 22, 

23. Eph. L 3. 
Whv is it that we realize so little of the 
blessedness here spoken of? 

Is it not that we are too often satisfied 
with the act of prayer, without diligent per« 
severing, believing, waiting on the Lord? 
Gen. xxxii. 26. Is. viii. 17. 
. Do "we wait on the Lord in every oidi- 
JMOce of his appointment ? Is« xzvi. 3; 
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XXXVII. 

Matthew xvi. 24. 

If any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself. 

Self has beeii the idol of the natural heart 
erer since it tvmed from God as its chief 
good and highest end. 

If then Jesus is to he adored and followed , 
self must he dethroned and traa^pled under 
foot. Theffefore, the tiarms of his disciple- 
ship are, ** If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself.*' 

I. liCt him deny 
His, 

1. Self-will, Matt. yi. 10. 

2. Self-seeking, John iii. 33. 1 Cor. 

X. 33. 

3. Self-interest, Luke vi. 36. xiT. 12. 

4. Self-suiBciettcy, Pror. lii. 5. xxii. 4. 

5. Self-righteousness, Phil. iii. 9. Is. 

fadv. d. 

6. Self-cemplaoency, Luke xvii. 10. 

1 Cor. Xv. 10. 

7. Self-omnioii, 1 Cor. iii. 18. 

8. Self-disi^ay, Phil. u. 3. 

II. Self-denial must extend to 

1. Lawful engagements, Luke ix. 60 — 

62. xiv. 18—20. 
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2. Worldly prospects/ Jer. xlv. 6. Matt, j 

xix. 21, 22. 1'i 

3. Replitatibri, Phil. ill. 7. * \ 
4.>!EtiJ4»yiu6nts^ Ps. cxxxii. S, 4. 1 Cor. 

vii. 30. 

5. Appetites. 2 Sam. xxiii. 15—17. 

6. Atifections^ Ps. Ixxiii. 25. Matt. x. 

' « ■••'•■ ' ■• 87. Luke xi?. 26. 

7. Tenors, Gali t. 24. 

8. Yielding precedence to others, Lake 
; . . -I . ' xiT. 8 — 10. 

-: 9;< Oyero^misft vnkitidness' by good t>f- 

ifides^, Rdnir. iiii. 20, 21. 
• JO^'ThedispcMlof outsubst&nce, Mark 

Xii. 41—44. 
11. Our profession of religion. Matt yi. 

l-— 6i 16— Id. 

IT I. Special occasions of self-denial. 

' . :^. lyheneyep' .we find .God's.: place 
usurped in the heart, Mark ix. 43 — 

4Q. .2 Cor; X. 5. 

2. When tho 0^j(teQltU»BS- toptedomi- 
jioate^ 1 Cor.ix..27.. . . 

3. When any indulgence unfits for se- 

cret demotion. 1 Cor. yii. 29 — 

4. When we are under the power of 

besetting sin, Ps. xviiL 23. Heb. 

xii. 1. 

5. When our own state, or that of the 

church of God, requires peculiar 
abstraction, Dan. ix. 3, 4. 20. 



6. Wheiot Uie spiritual good of others 
is concerneu^ Rom. xv«, 1. 1 Cor. 

viu. 13. X. 23, 24. 

7. Wheii it is ib our pow^r to jMroDi,ote 
their temporal interests, 2 Cor. viii. 

IV. The reaBpnableneas of self-denial. 

1. Because self is. the great enemy of 

God, Rom. viii. 7. 

2. Because itia the principle of our fallen 

nature, Hos. x. 1. 2 Tim. iii. 2. 

3. Because it is the greatest hindrance to 

our real happiness, Rom. yi. 21. 

y . springs and motiires of self-denial. 

1. The love of Christ, 2 Cor. v. 14, 16. 

iy. 5«. 

2. The example of Christ, Matt. xx. 26 

— 2B. xxvi.. 42. John xiii. 1 — 14. 
Rom. XV. 1 — 3. Phil. ii. 4 — 8. 

3. The power and grace of the Spirit, 

»Rom. viii. 13. GbI. v. 16. 

4. The recollection of pi^tt unprofitable- 

ness, 1 Pet. iv. 1—3. 

5. Thepower of faith, Heb. xi.24— 26. 

6. The hope of glory, 1 Cor. ix. 26. 



Take care that self-righteousness be not the 
gTowd of your self-denial, Luke xviii. 12. 

o 
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Take care not to measure your course of 
selMenial by that of another* 

Remember this is the path your Saviour 
has marked out for you, by his rule and by 
his cross. 

This is the light and easy yoke he has 
appointed you to bear. 

Count the cost — are you prepared to abide 
it? 



XXXVIIL 

Matthew xxt. 5. 

And while the Bridegroom tarried, they 
ail siumbered, and slept. 



A solemn hint to professors— and an awak- 
ening call to self-examination. 

I. Why does the bridegroom tarry ? 

1. For his people. 

To exercise their faith, Hab. ii. 3. 
To keep them watchful. Matt. xxv. 

13. 
To excite their prayers, Luke xviii. 7. 

2. For the world. 

To manifest his forbearance, Luke 

x&i. 7. 1 Pet iii. "20. 
' To complete his o^pm desigAs» Mark 

xiii. 7« 10. 
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II. What is the effect of this tarrying ? 

1. His people are unwatchful, Liike 

XVllL 8. 

2. The world are unprepared , Luke xii. 

4.5, 46. xvii. 26—30. 



Beware of the sin of slumbering, 
As inconsistent with our Christian 

profession, 1 Thess. y. 6. 
As exposing us to heayy rebukes. Rev. 

iii. 1 — 3. 
As clpuding our light before the charchj 

Rer. xvi. 15. 
Seek to maintain a watchful frame^ 
By 
Realizing Ae nearness of the Lord's 

coining, Rom. xiii. 11. 

Waiting in expectation of it, Luke xii. 

86, 37. Beb. ix. 28. Jam. y. 7, 8. 

Comforting ourselves and each other in 

the prospect of it, 1 Thess. iy. 16 — 

18. 2 Thess. i. 10. Tit. ii. 13. Is. 

xxy. 9. 

Living in meetness for it, Phil. iii. 20. 

2 Pet. iii. 10—14. CoL iii. 1—4. 

1 John iii. 2, 3. 
Sitting loose to earthly things, 1 Cor. 

vii. 29-^31. Phil. iv. 6. 
Holding fast our profession, Heb. x. 25. 

1 Pet. i. 13. Rev. iii. 11. 

Surely I come quickly ! Amen. Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus 1 
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xxxix. 

Jeremiah xvii. 10. 

I the Lord search the heart, I try the 
reinsy even to give to every man according 
to his ways^ and according to the fruit of 
his doings. 

The omniscience of God in searching the 
heart. 

And his equity in deciding upon that 
Search* 

I. His omniscience in searching, 

1* The thoughts and itnagioationsy Ps. 
cxxxix. 2. 1 ChroD. xxviii. 9. 

2. The desires, Ps. Xxxviii. 0. John 

i. 48. 

3. The motives, 1 Chron. xxix. 17. 

Mark zii. 41—44. John ii. 24, 25. 

4. The affections, Ps. Ivi. B. John xxi. 

17. 
The consideration of this omniscience is, 

1. A principle of obedience, Ps. cxix, 

168. 

2. A motive for watchfulness. Rev. iii. 

1,2. 

3. A ground of consolation, 2 Chron. 

vi. 8. 

4. An encouragement to prayer, Rom. 

viii. 28, 27. 

II. His equity in dedding upon this search, 

1 Cor. iv. 5. 
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1. In the way of righteous Fetribution, 

Luke xii. 1, tL 

2, In the way of righteous promise, 

2 Tim. iv. 8. 

'to those that think on his name, 

Mai. iii. 16. 
to those that love his people, Matt 

xxv« 40. 
to those who hold communion with 

himself> Matt vi. 0. 
to those who delight in his service. 

Rev. iii. 8-^12. 

Search the heart, Ps. iv. 4. 

Keep the heart, Prov. iv. 23. 

Distrust the heart, Prov. zzviii. 26. 

In godly jealousy forget lot to pray, Ps. 
cxxxix. 23, 24. 

In Christian sincerity maintain your con- 
fidence, 1 John iii. 20, 21. 

XL. 

1 Timothy vi. 18, 
Rich in good works. 



I. What are good works ? 

They are works done 

to the bodies of men. Acts ix. 36. 39. 
to their souls, Phil. ii. 30. 
As 

1. The effectof faith. Acts xvi. 34. Gal. v. 6. 

2. The fruit of the Spirit, GaLv. 22, 23. 

G 2 • 
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8. The evidence of love to Christ, Matt, 
X. 42. XXV. 35—40. Heb. vi. 1 0. 

II. What is it to be rich in good works ? 

1. To abound in them, 1 TioL vi. 18. 

Is. xxxii. 8. ^ Cor. ix. 8, 

2. To deny eurselves for the perform- 

ance of them, 2 Cor. viii. 2^ 3. 

3. To seek opportunity for them, Job 

xxix. 16. 2 Tim. i. 17. 

III. How are we to be rich in good works ? 

1. Abide in Christ, John xv. 4, 5. Rom. 

vii. 4. 

2. Hold fast the doctrine of Christ, Tit 

uu 8. 

3. Follow ttie example of Christ, 2 Cor. 

viiu 9. 

4. Pray for an enlarged heart, 1 Thess. 

111. 12. 

5. Beware of CO vetousness, Ps.cxix. 36. 

Luke xii. 15. Heb. xiii. 5. 

6. Delight in the exercise, 2 Cor. ix. 7* 

7. Have regard to the motive. Matt. 

vi. 2 — 4. Rom. xii. 8. 

8. Remember your stewardship, Luke 

xvi. 1. xix. 13. 

Am I diligently seeking every occasion of 
thus shewing my love to my Saviour ? 

Am I daily resbting the influence of a 
selfish spirit ? 

Whicn am I seeking first? Mine own 
things, or the things that are Jesus Christ's ? 

Do I make conscience of personal expenses, 
that I may have to give to him that needcth ? 
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Ephesians it. 20. 

Let no corrupt communication proceed 
out of your mouth ; but that which is good 
to thd use of edifyiug, that it may minis- 
ter grace unte the hearers. 

The world say ** our laps are our own/' Ps. 
xii. 4. 

The Christian says we are not our own, 
1 Cor. vi. 19. 

Therefore we are to glorify God with our 
body, as well as with our spirit. 

1¥ ith every member of our body. 

With the best member that we have, Ps. 
Gviii. 1* 

Therefore, ** Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth.^' 

1. The evil of corrupt communication. 

Idle, frivolous, Matt. xii. 36. 1 Tim. 

V. 13. 
Evil, Eph. V. 4. Col. iii. 8. 
Slandering, Prov.. x. 18. 
Bitter and hasty, Prov. xxix. 20. 
Whatevet is not good for the use of edify- 
ing (Text.) 
Which 

Deadens the fervour of the soul. Cant. 

ii. 15. 
Defiles the imagination , Jam« ilu 6« 
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Embitters the temper^ £ph. iv. 31. 
Grieves the Holy Spirit, £ph. iv. 30. 

II. The blessing of edifying conversation. 

Such as relates to 
The things of Christ and eternity, Luke 

xxiv. 14. 10* 
The life of God in the soul, Ps. kvi. 10. 
The spread of the Gospel in the world, 

Ps. cxlv. 10—13. 
The diffusion of a heavenly savour over 

worldly subjects. Col. iv. 6. 
Which tends to minister grace to the 
hearers, 

In the way of 

Mutual encouragement, Ps. zxxiv. l-*3. 

Acts xxviii. 15. 
Mutual sympathy. Job xxii. 29. 1 Sam*. 

xxiiL 16 — 18. 
Mutual exhortation, Beb. iii. id. x. 24> 

26. Prov. xxviL 17. 
Mutual counsel, Ps. Iv. M. Prov. xxviL 9. 

III. The means of promoting it. 

1. Let us ourselves seek to be filled 

with the Spirit, £ph. v. 18, 19. 

2. Let us keep our hearts with all dili- 

gence. Matt. xii. 34, 35. 

3. Let us meet in the fear of God, Mai. 

Hi. 16. 

4. Let us meet in the Spirit of prayer. 

Rom. i. 10—12. XV. 30. 
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5* Let US consider oar relation one to 
another^ £pb. iy. 25. 

Haye t not been too ready to listen to 
vnprofitaUe conyersation ? 

Is it a trial to me when unable to speak 
to the use of edifying ? 

Am I setting the day of judgment before 
me in my intercourse with my fellow-crea- 
tures ? MaU. xii. 36, 37. 

Do I reiilize the promised presence of 
Cbritt ? Luke xxiy. 32. Matt, xviii. 20. 



XLII. 
1 John iii. 20. 

If our heart condemn us, God is greater 
than our heart, aod knoweth all things. 



The yoice of conscience is the yoice of 
God. 

If we are condemned by the judgment of 
conscience, much more shall we be con- 
demned at the bar of God. 

God is greater thaji our heart, and knoweth 
all things. 

I. The condemnation at the bar of con- 
science. 

Generally, this may be expected, 

When, in the allowance of sin, we 
shrink from the light, John iii. 20. 
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More particularly is the Toice of self- 
coodemnation heard ^ 

1. By the power of the wordy 2 Sam. 

xiL 7. 13. Acts ii. 37* xxi¥. 25. 
1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25. 

2. Under the afflictive dispensations of 

Providence^ Gen., xlii. 21. 1 Kings 

xvii. 18. Jon. L 12. 

3k On some unexpected or alarming oc- 

currenciBy Gen. xii. 9. Acts xvi. 

26, 27. 

4. By the recollection of our uncon- 

verted state, Joh xiii. 26. Luke 

xix. 8. 

5. In the consciousness of wrong mo* 

tives, 2 Sam. xxiv. 10. 

6. In the wilful neglect of secret prayer, 

Ps. xxxii. 3, 4. 

7. In the indulgence of a spirit of de- 

spondency, Ps. xxxi. 22, Ixxvii. 

7r-^o. 

8. In yielding to sudden surprisals, 

1 Sam. xxiv. 5^ 6. 

0. In want of tenderness to the sins of 

others, John viii. 7. 9. Eccles. vii. 

21, 22. 

10. In giving way to the tempter's de- 

vices. Gen. iii. S, 9. Luke xxii. 

00. 62. 

And this condemnation is .confirmed by, 
II. The verdict of the Omniscient Judge. 
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*' God is greater than our heart, and 
knoweth all things." 

And how dreadful the thought to a self- 
condemned sinner of, 

1. His penetralibn in the discovery of sin, 

Ps. xliv. 20, 21. xc. 8. cxxxix. 

1—5. 23. 

2. His knowledge in weighing it. Job 

xiv, 16, 17. 1 Sam, ii. 3. Prov. 

XTJ. 2. 

3. His strictness in the remembrance of 

it, £z. xi. 5. Hos. vii. 2. 

4. His holiness in the abhorrence of it, 

Job XV. 14--16. Hab. i. 13. 

5. His justice in the condemnation of it, 

Exod. xxxiv. 7. 

6. His power in the punishment of it, 

Rom. ix. 22. 2 Thess. i. 9. 

O Lordf I would flee to thine omniscience, 
terrible as it is against the deceitfulness and 
lying flatteries of my own heart. 

Search me, O God, and help me to search 
myself, that my heart may never condemn me 
where it ought not to condemn me, and may 
never fail to condemn me where it ought. 
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XLLII." 

1 John iii, 21. 

K our hearts cojidemn us not, then have 
we confidence towards God. 
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I^. Our acquittal at the bar of conscience* 

This will be experienced, 

1. In the remoYal of gailt from the con- 

science, Heb. x. SL 

2. In the acting of the confidence of 

faith, Job xiii. 15, 16. 
In the habitual exercise of supreme 
affection to God, Ps« xxvi. 1 — 3. 

John xxi. 17. 

4. In the path of sincere and universal 

obedience, 2 Cor. i. 12. Job xxiii. 

10,11. 

5. in the consciousness of the rectitude 

of our motives, 1 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 

2 Cor. iv. 2. 

6. In an appeal to God and man for the 

integrtty of our conduct. Job x. 7. 

I'Sarn. xii. 3. 1 Thess. ii. 10. 

7» In an habitual resistance of att, and 

especially of besetting sin, Ps. 

xvii. 3, 4. xvui. 20— *24. 

8. In a spirit of unfeigned and com- 

passionate loye, 1 «K>hn iii. 18, 19. 

Rom. ix. 1 — 8. 

9. In the meek endurapce and over- 

coming of injuries, Ps. vil. 3 — 5. 8. 

In this acquittal of conscience, we shall 
not fail to enjoy, 

II. Confidence in the presence of God. 
1. la the way of acceptance, U^thxyuu 
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2. Jb the way of access to the throne 

of grace^ Heb. x. 22. Ps. Ixvi. 

18, 19. 

3. In the expectation to receive every 

needful blessings 1 John iii. 22. 

Ps.xli.l2. 

4. In the anticipation of the day of 

judgment, 1 John iv. 17. 

That we may ensure to ourselves this in- 
estimable privilege, let us 
Beware lest by resistance of its dictates the 
conscience become dull, lTim.iv« 2. 

Its voice weakened, Rom. xi. 8. 
Its influence defiled. Tit i. 15, 
Its tenderness lost, Ps. cxix. 70. Eph. 

iv. 19, 

Beware lest by ignorance of the Grospel it 

become erroneous. Matt. vi. 23. John 

xvi. 2, 3. 
Misguided in its suggestions. Acts 

xxvi. 9. Rom. x. 2. 

Unhumbled in its character, Rom. x. 3. 

Partial in its operations, Matt. xv. 2 — 6« 

xxiii. 23, 24. John xviii. 27. 

Beware lest by neglect of spiritual light 
it becomes scrupulous, Rom. xiv. 2. 
Censorious upon unimportant points, 

Rom. xiv. 3,4. 
Perplexed respecting the path of duty, 

Rom. xiv. 22, 23. 
Acting rather under the \\i^vk!^\2ij(^^ ^ 
/eeiingthan of jud^mewX-, A.^«t» ^v».v 

H 
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Entangled in the yoke of legal bondage, 

Acts X. 14. Col. ii. 21. 

Learn to prize and cultivate the testin^ony 
of a good conscience. Acts xxiii. 1. 

Sprinkled with the blood of Christ, Heb. 

ix, 14. 

Holding Chrbtian doctrines in their 

practical influence, 1 Tim. i. 5, 6. iii. 

9. 
Distinguishing sins of infirmity from in- 
dulged sins, Rom. vii. 17 — ^20. 
Faithful to the first voice of conviction. 
Is. XXX. 21. Acts ix. 4 — 6. 
Improving the measure of light afibrded, 
John i. 45 — 62. Acts x. 2—4. 
Having equal respect to the laws of 
God and man, Acts xxiv. 16. 2 <3or. 

viii. 21. 

XLIV. 
Psalm ci. 2. 

I will behave mjrself wisely in a perfect 
way. O when wilt thou come unto me ! 
I will walk within my house with a perfect 
heart. 



The presence of Christ in the soul is one 
of the preciouB promises o? iVie ti«v c.w^- 
^«i»/> Lev. xxvi. 11, 12. 2 Cor.\\.A^- 
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To the holy, lively, tender child of God 

the object of his panting desire (Text), 

Ps. Ixxiii. 25. 

the matter of his exalted praise. Is. 

. . xii. 6. Zeph. iii. 14, 15. 

See him in this frame, preparing his heart 
and house for the reception of his heavenly 

guest. 

. Walking with a perfect heart in a perfect 
way, 

I. His heart perfect with God, 

Cordially devoted to his service, 1 Kings 

XV- 11—14, 
Supremely desirinjg his presence, (Text) 
Mature in the knowledge of the Gospel, 

1 Cor. ii. 6. Heb. v. 14. 
Making habitual progress towards the 
mark, Phil. iii. 12 — 15. 

II, His way perfect before the worlds 

1. In his personal chieiracter. 

Bridling his toague, Jcimes iii. 2, 
Circumspect in his conduct, (Text.) 

1 Sam. xviii. 14. 
Entire in his obedience, Is. xxxviiL 

3. Col. iv. 12. 
Walking as in the immediate pre- 
sence of God, Geiv. "xnxx* V* 
Abstaining from eV\\ Vtv >ift& Wa ^ 
Ood, Job u 1. ft. 
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2. In his family walk. 

Discountenancing iniquity inbishouscr 

Ps. ci. 3 — 6, 7. Gen. xxxv. 2» 

Honouring the people of God, Ps. 

ci. 6. 
Instructing his family in the ways 

of God, Gen. xviii. 19. 
£ncouraging them by his own ex- 
ample, in the eervice of God, Job, 

xxiv. 15. 
Maintaining the daily worship of God, 

in his house. Acts x. 2. 
Conscientious allowance of time for 
religious duties^ Deut. y.. 14. 

Such is the perfect man ! Behold, an 
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile ! 
His desire (Text) shaU be abandantly 
fulfilled, John xiv. 22. 

The Lord will come to him 

By his providence, to protect him from 

danger, 2 Chron. xvi. 9. 
By his word« to direct his conduct^ 

2 Tim. iii. 1«, 17. 
By his grace, to enable him for hia 

service, Heb. xiii. 21. 
By his cross, to prepare him for glory,. 

1 Pet. V. 10* 

By hb promises, to assure his hope. 

Job viii. 20. Prov. ii. 21. 

In his end to give him peace, Ps. 

xxxvii. 37*. 
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XLV. 

2 Corinthians iv. 1. 

Therefore, seeing we have this ministry 
as we have received mercy, we faint not. 



.Theipeople of God may each find their 
p9Tt and office in the work of the Lord, Rom. 
xyi. 2. Phil. iv. .% 

They have received accordiqg to the 
measqre of the gift of Chrbt, Eph. iv. 1. 

I Cor. xii. 7. 

And must . mioister the saii^» 1 Peter 
iv. 10. 

The work of the Lord is a work of faithy^ 
as well as a labour of love, 1 Thess. i. 8. 

There is much in it to make us faint througii 
unbelief, Numb. xi. 11 — 15. 

There is more still to keep us from 
fainting, through the victory of faith, (Text.) 

I. What is it that makes us faint in the work 
of the Lord ? 

1. An overwhelming sense of the ira-* 
portdnce of the work, 2 Cor. ii« 

15, 16. 

2. A sense of unfitness for the work, 

Ex. iv. 10. Jer. i. 6. 

3. Indisposition in others to receive the 
truth, Is. liii. 1. 
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4. InstabiKty and inconsistency of pro* 
fessors, 2 Con xii. 20, 21. Gal. iv* 

11—20. 

5. Want of simplicity i» our faiths 

2 Kings iv. 29—31. Matt. xvil. 20. 

6. Want of ardent affection to the 
. work, Jon. i. 1, 2. 

II. What is it that keeps us from fainting 7 

1. The mercy received, (Text.) 

2. The minbtry entrusted to us, 2 Cor. 

ill. 6, &e. 

3. The grace that is imparted , £xod. 

iT. 11, 12. Jer. i. 7 — 10. 2 Cor. iii. 

5. xH. 9, 10^. 

4. The hope set before us, Prov. xi. 23. 

Jami Y. 19, 20. Dan. xit. 3. 1 Cor. 

iii. &• 

Let US be thankful for the privilege of 
being engaged in this service, 1 Tim. i. 12. 

Let us approve ourselves worthy of this 
calling, 1 Thess ii. 8—10. 

Let us seek to realize the power of this, 
ministry upon our own hearts, 1 John 
i.-l — 3. 

Let us see the ijuportance of deeper ex- 
ercises of personal religion, Mark ix. 28, 29. 

Let us consecrate our service by dedication 
of ourselves to God, 2 Cor. viii. .5. 
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XLVI. 

Hebrews iv. 2. 

For unto us was the Gospel preached 
as well as unto them, but the word preach- 
ed did not profit them^ not being nuxed 
with.faith in them that heard it. 



The word preached is the grand ordinance 
of God, Rom. x. 17. 1 Cor. i. 21. 

In the hand of God mighty in operation, 
Heb. iv. 12. Ps. ex. 2. 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. 

Yet through our unbelief often unprofitable 
(Text) 

I. When doth the word not profit ? 

1. When it does not separate the sinner 

from his sin, Mark yi. 20. 

2. When it does not produce a change 

of conduct, James i. 22 — 24. EzeK. 

xxxiil, 32. 

3. When its influence upon the heart 

is only transient, Matt. xiii. 20, 21. 

4. When it fails to oyercome the world. 

Matt xiii. 22. Ezek. xxxiii. 31. 

5. When l| is heard merely for amuse- 

ment, £z. xxxiii. 30. 

6. When the mind is unsettled viv tSbfi^ 

gospel profession. IS^^Vi. vs. ^.\.» 
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II. Why doth it not profit? 

•« Not being mixed ivith faith," 
And therefore, 

!• It is listened to without self-applici 
tion, 2 Sam. xii. 1 — 7. 

2. It is not retained in the heai 

Luke viii. 1! 

3. It is heard as the word of mai 

1 ThesB. ii. It 

4. The expectations of the soul ai 

straitened, 2 Cor. vi. 11. 

5. The prejudices of the heart are e^ 

cit^. Matt. xiii. 54—58. John v 

64--e< 
Let me then inquire. 

Is the word solidly united, mixed, an 
incorporated with faith in my heart? 

Oh ! let me not be satisfied with a sligl 
and transient taste of its sweetness, but 1< 
it be so inwardly digested in my daily es 
perience that it may have subsistence, powe 
and efficacy in my heart ! 



XLVII. 

Luke viii. 8. 
He that hath ears to ear, let him hear. 



T/ie bearing tliat is profitable lo &^N«.V)\iy 
y^ilie hearing of faith, Rom, \. \^. 
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' The hearing car, as well as the seeing eye, 
is the work of God, Prov. xx. 12. 

It is the heart opened by the Spirit of God, 

Acts xvi. 14. 
prepared for the reception of the word, 

Luke viii. 15. 

I. He that hath ears to hear, let him ear 

1. With attention, as Lydia, Act9 xvi. 
14. Neh. viii. 3. Luke iv. 23. xix. 48. 

2. With, reverence, as the Jews, Neh, 

viii. 5, 6. 

3. With humility, as Cornelius, Acts 

X. 33. 

4. With tenderness, as Josiah, 2 Chron. 

xxxiv. 27. Neh. viii. 9. Is. Ixvi. 2. 

5. With readiness and diligeace as the 

Bereans, Acts xvii. 11. 1 Thess. v. 

21. 

6. With siniplicity, as the Thessaloni- 

ans, 1 Thess. ii. 13. 

7. With self-application, as the first 

converts. Acts ii. 37. 

8. With hungering, as the Gentiles. 

Acts xiii. 42; 

9. With obedience, as Samuel, 1 Sam. 

iii. 10. 

II. As the fruit of such hearing, 

J. Our souls will be quickened, Isaiah 

2. Faith will be ptoAuwi^, KrNs.\n-^^- 
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3. Our growth in grace will be pro- 

moted, 1 Tim. iv. 6. 1 Peter ii. 2« 

Epb. iv, 11— 13. 

4. Spiritual light will be increased, Luke 

yiii.'18. 
^« Our jiearts will be comforted and 

supported, 1 Thess. i. 6. 
6« Conviction of sin will be wrought^ 
1 Cor. xiv. 24, 25. Jer. xxxvi. 2, 3. 
1. The Holy Spirit will be given. Gal. 

111. 2. 5. 
8. Our obedience to the faith will be 
established, Romans vi. 17* 

But, 

Take heed bow ye hear. 
There are many dangers-^many bin- 
drances. 

Take ^eed of indulged sin, James i. 21. 

Micah ii. 7. 

listlessness, Hebrews v. 11. 
oiTence, Luke'xi. 44, 45. Gal. iv. 16. 
fastidiousness, 1 Cor. iii. 1 — 4. 
instability, Proy. xxvii. 8. Acts xvii. 

21. Eph. It. 14. 
bodily drowsiness. Matt. xxvi. 40, 41. 
dependence on man, 1 Cor. iti. 5. 
unbelief, Luke viii. 12. Heb. iv. 2. 
forgetfulness, Luke ix. 44. 1 Cor. xv. 

1, 2. Heb. ii. 1—3. 

O Lord, circumcise my ears, and my heart, 
^Aae I may not bear tl^N wot& uw^xo^VaiVA^j \ 
^^^t J may greatly pciie iVv^ v™^^^^^ ^^ 
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hearing it. May I be aware of every hin- 
drance, and may erery gracious disposition 
be hereby excitea and increased. 



XXVIII. 

2 Peter iii. 18. 
Grow in grace. 



If you would be a holy, happy, fruitful 
Christian, you must be a growing Christian. 
** Grow in grace." 

Let us enquire, 

I. What is the manner of growth in grace ? 

It is, 

1. Growth in the measure of grace, Mark 
iv. 28. 1 Thess. iv. 9, 10. 1 John ii. 

12—14. 
* 2. Growth in the exercise of grace, Matt. 

XXV. 16, 17. 2Tim. ii. 1. 

3. Growth in the fruitfulness of grace, 

Phil. i. 11. 2 Thess. i. 3. 2 P^ter i. 

6—9. 

II. What are the evidences of growth in 

grace ? 

1. Habitual progress iu the ways of 
God, Job xvii. 9. Ps. Ixxxvi. TL- 
Proverbs iv. \ft. YVvV'va^VI.— ^w. 
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2« Steady consistency of walk and con- 
versation, 1 Thess. iy, !• 

3. Increasing devoted n^sa to the work 
of God, I Cor. XV. 58. 

4« Victory over besetting sin, John iii. 2. 

vii. 50, 51. xix. 39. 

5. Deepened exercises of humility. Job 

xxvii. 2 — 6. xL 4. xlii. 5, 6. 

6. Discriminating love for divine things, 

Phil. i. 9. 
?• More spiritual perception of the path 
of duty, Col.i. 9. 

III. What are the peculiar hindrances to 
growth in grace ? 

1. Self-indulgence, 1 Kings xi. 1—6. 

2. Neglect of religious advantages, Heb. 

V. 11. 

3. Want of brotherly love, 1 Gor. iii. 

1—4. 

4. Allowance of false doctrine. Gal. iii. 

3, 4. iv. 9—11. V. 7, 8. Rev. ii. 14, 

16. 20. 

5. Forgetfulness of early inopressions. 

Key. ii. 4. 

6. Luke warm ness of spirit, Hev. iii. 15. 

7. Undue connexion with the world, 

Hos. vii. 8, 0. 

8. Neglect of the throne of grace. Jam. 

iv. 2. 

/ V. What are the means of growth in grace ? 
J' Abidias in Christ, Jol\u xv. ^. 
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2. The ministry and ordinances of the 
gospel, Eph. iv. 11, 12. Col. i. 6. Ps. 

xcii. 13,14. 

3. Appetite for the word of God, 1 

Pet. ii. 2. 

4. Watchful and persevering diligence, 

Heb. vi. 11. Is. xl. 31. 

5. Increasing knowledge of the Saviour, 

2Pet.iii. 18. 

6. The improvement of affliction, John 

XV. 2. 

7. The outpouring of the Spirit upon 

the soul, Is. xliv. 3, 4. Hos. 

xiv. 5—7. 

8. Walking in the fear of God, Mai. 

iv. 2. 

V. What are the fruits of ^owth in grace? 

1. The glory of God, John xv. ». Phil. 

i. 11. 

2. The encouragement of his people, 

Ps. xcii. 14, 15. 

3. The stability of our christian profes- 

sion, 2 Pet. i. 5—10. 1 Thess. iii« 

12, 13. 

4. The assurance cf our hope of glory, 

2 Pet. i. 11. 

• What marks do I perceive, upon serious 
enquiry into. my state, of growth in grace? 

Is there uniformity in my growth? 
■ If I can assure my heart betbre God \kw^ 
same advance has been moide^ \& Ve ^^- 
companied with a dee^.x cow^\o\ve»w^^» ^^^^ 

1 
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tny short comings^ so that the language of 
my experience is, ** Not as though I had 
already attained, either were already per- 
fect r 

XLIX. 

2 Peter iii. 18. 

And. in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. 



The knowledge of Christ is the principle 
of eternal life in the soul, John XTii. 3. 

It is the supreme desire of the child of 
God, Phil. iii. 10. 

That the children of God may attain their 
Christian stature, £ph. iy. 13. 

Growth in grace is invariably accom- 
panied by growth in thb knowledge, 2 Pet. 
iii. 18. 

I. Growth in the knowledge of Jesus Christ 

implies. 

Enlarged views of Scripture trutii, £ph. 

i. 18, 19. Col. ii. 2. Heb. vi. 1. 

Deeper comprehension of the love of 

Christ, £ph. iii. 18, 19. 
Continual exercises of de^peo^^c^ qw 
him, Eph. iv.\5. CoV\\*^.n, 
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More established faith in the promises,. 

2 Tim. i. 12. 1 Jobn v. 13. 

A more practical exhibition of the Go»- 

pel, Eph. iv. 20—24. 2 Pet. i. 6—8. 

II. The means of obtaining growth in know* 

ledge, are. 

The teaching of the Spirit, Matt. xvi. 
16, 17. John xvi. 14, 16. 1 Cor. xii. 

8. 1 John ii. 20. t. 20. 
Consciousness of our low attainments^ 

Phil. iii. 12—16. 
Perseverance in the ways of God, Hos. 

vi. 8. John viii. 31, 32. 
Diligence in secret prayer. Acts x. 

30. 32. 

The serious hearing and study of the 

word, Ps. cxix. 98, 99. 104. 1 Tim. 

iv. 6. 
Cultivation of heart-religion, Prov. 

xvi 28. 
Intercourse and comipuBicm with ex- 
perienced Christians, Acts xviii. 24 

—26. 

III. The fruits of this growth in knowledge 

will be found in 

Established hope of acceptance. Col. i. 

21—23. 
Increased peace of mind, 2 Pet. i. 2. 
Supply of all needful blessings, 2 Pet. 

\,^^ 
Jiicreased use{u\ueas m ^>\x ^^^!o^s^^ 
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locreased de voted ness in the service of 

God, Is. vi, 5 — 8. 
Increased meetness for heaven> 2 Cor* 

iii. 18. 

O Lord, I thank thee that thou hast in any 
measure revealed thy Son in me. May in- 
creased knowledge of him in his o£Sces and 
character, bring increased love to him, that 
he may dwell in my heart, and that I may 
set him forth to the church. '' This is my 
Beloved, and thb is my Friend." 

L. 

John xiv. 16. 

And I will pray the Father^ and He 
^hall give you another Comforter, that he 
may abide with you for ever. 



As the Saviour was the promised blessing 
under the Old Testament dispensation, John 
V. 39. 

So the Holy Spirit is the distinguishing 
blessing of the New Testament covenant. 

Acts ii. 38, 39. 
The represeBtative of the Saviour's pre- 
sence, John xiv. 18. 
^e fruit of bis intercession > A.cVaW.^'^. 
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I. His person. 

Proceeding from the Father and the 
Son, John xv. 26. xx« 22. Rev. 

xxii. 1. 

One with the Father and the Son, Matt. 

xxviii. 19. 2 Cor. xiii. 14. Rev. i. 

4,5. 

Very and eternal God, Acts v. 3, 4. 

Job xxxiii. 4. 1 Cor. ii. 11. 

II. His offices. 

To convince the heart of sin, John xvi. 

8, 9. Is. iv. 4. 

To guide into all truth, John xiv. 26. 

xvi. 13. Neh. ix. 20. Ps. cxliii. 10. 

1 Cor. ii. 10, 12. Eph. i. 17. 1 John 

ii. 20. 27. 

To glorify the Saviour, John xv. 26. 

xvi. 14, 15. Acts X. 43, 44. 1 Cor. 

xii. 3. I John v. 6. Rev. xix. 10. 

To dwell in the hearts of his people, 

Rom. viii. 9. 1 Cor. iii. 16. vi. 19. 

To abide in them for ever, (Text) iv. 14. 

Is.lix. 21. 

III. His influences. 

1. Life, John vi. 63. 

To quicken our souls, John iii, 5. 

£zek« xxxvii. 5 — 10. 2 Cor. iii. 6 

Tit. iii, 5* 
To revive out ^tac«»^ ^ia»\.« \n* ns*. 
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To constrain our devotedness to Gocl-y 

Is. xliv. 3 — 5. 

To make us fruitful in holiness. Is. 

xxxii. 15. Ezek. xxxvi. 27. Rom. 

viii. 6, 6. 1 Cor. vi. 11. Gal. v. 

22, 23. £ph. v. 9. 
To promote our growth in grace, Hos. 

xiv. 6 — 7. 
2. Power, Luke xxiv. 49. 

To apply the word to the heart. Acts 
ii. 37. 1 Cor. ii. 4. 1 Thess. i. 5. 

Rom. XT. 18, 19. 

To enable us for a bold confession of 

Christ, Acts iv. 7—13. 2 Tim. i. 

7, 8. 
To strengthen us for our spiritual con- 
flict. Is. lix. 19. Rom. viii. 13* 
Gah V. 16. Eph. iii. 16. 
To qualify us for important services, 
Numb. xi. 17. Hag. ii. 4, 5. Zech. 
iy. 6. 1 Cor. xii. 6 — 11. 
To give us liberty in our christian 
walk, Ps. Ii. 12. 2 Cor. iii. 17. 
To over-rule all events for our good, 

Phil. i. 19. 
To transform us into the Saviour's 

likeness, 2 Cor. iii. 18* 

To raise us up at the last day, Rom. 

•• • 4 4 

VIII. 11. 

3. Comfort. (Text.) 

To teach us to pray, Zech. xii. 10. 

Rom. viii. 26. Gal. iv. 6. Eph. ii. 

18. vi. 18. Phil.ui.^. AvxA^IQ. 

To enliven our hopes, Rom, x^.\^. 
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To assure our adoption into the fa- 
mily of God, Rom. viii. S). 14. 1(1. 

1 John iii. 24. iv. 13. 

To rejoice and support our hearts. 

Acts ix. 31. xiii. 52. Rom. xiv. 

17. 1 Thess. i. 6. 1 Pet. iv. 14. 

To seal us to the day of redemption, 

2 Cor. i. 22, v. 6. Eph. i. 13. 

iv. 30. 

To enable us to wait for complete 

salvation, Rom. viii. 23. Gal. v. 5. 

4. Love, 2 Tim. i. 7. 

The shedding abroad the love of God 
in the heart, Rom. v. 5. 2 Thess. 

iii. 5. 

Filling the heart with love to the 

brethren. Acts iv. 31, 32. Col. i. 

a 1 Pet, i. 22. 
£na;bling us to edify one another, 

Eph. V. 18, 19. 



. JL. Beware of losing this blessing. Gen. 

vi. 3. 

By resistance. Is Ixiii. 10. Acts 

vii. 61. 1 Thess. v. 19. Heb. 

X. 29. 
By neglect, Eph. iv. 30. 1 Tim. 

iv. 14. 

2. Expect the blessing. 

In answer to pta'^^t* 1L'l^» ^^^k-^xv. 
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In the spirit of coDblbritioDy Pro v. 

i.23. 

In tlie exercise of faith, John vii. 

38, 39. Gal. iii. 2. 5. 14. 

In the habit of obedience. Acts r. 32* 

3. Improve it. 

In a spiritual walk and conversa- 
tion. Gal. V. 25. 
In a steadfast profession, 2 Tim. 

i. 14. 



'*^«%«/%»/%%^ 



LI. 

Jeremiah xxix. 13. 

And ye shall seek me and find me, 
when ye shall search for me with all your 
heart. 



I, What is the dispo^Cion of mind here 

intended ? 

It is not lip-service. Matt. xv. 8. £zek. 

xxxiii. 31. Jer. iii. 10. 
indolence. Cant. iii. 1. 
impatience, 2 Kings vi. 33. 
But it IS a heart perfect with God, 2 

Chron. xvi. 0. xv. 17* 
steadily fixed on God, P^%cV\\\.\, 
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It is the earnestness of Jacob, Gen* 

xxxii. 24— 28« 
the confidence of David, Ps. xxvii. 

7— 14i 

the perseverance of the woman of 

Canaan, Matt xv. 22. 

the importunity of the widow, Luke 

xviii. 3 — 5. See Isa. Ixii. 6, 7. 

II. What is the blessing promised ? 

Ye shall find me, 2 Chron. xv. 2, 4, 

15. Is. xlv. 19. Matt. vii. 7, 8. 

1, In time of contrition, Deut. iv. 29. 

Hos. xtv. 2. 4. Jer. iii. 22. 

% affliction, Ps. 1. 15. 

3. perplexity, 2 Chron* xx. 

12. 

4. In every time, Heb. iv. 16. 

Let every sin be mortified, Ps. Ixvi. 18. 

Let the heart be prepared, 2 Chron. 
xix. 3. 

Let the assistance of the Spirit be sought^ 
Rom. viii. 26. Eph. vi. 18. Jude 20. 



«^«««/%««%%« 



LII. 

Matthew xvi. 3. 

Can ye not discern the signs of the 
times ? . 

Let the glory of the \a\X.^x ^^^^ ^^ "^"^ 
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object of our prayerful and earnest expecta- 
tion, Rom» Yiii. 21. 

Let U8 watch the dawning indications of 
these days, in the signs of the present times. 

I* These signs appear to be, 

A spirit of enquiry into prophecy, Dan. 

xii. 4. 

The universal circulation of the word of 
God, Rev. xiy. 6, 7* 

The general preaching of the gospel. 

Matt xxiv. 14. 

A spurit of compassion for the Jews, 

Ps. cii. 13, 14. 

The preparation of the world for their 
conversion, Rom. xi. 25, 26. 

The success granted to missionary exer- 
tions. Is. xlix.6 — 12. 

The support afforded by Christian 
rulers to the extension df the gospel. 

Is. xlix. 23. 

The readiness manifested by Christians 
to dedicate thdr substance to the ser- 
vice of God, Is. Ix, 6. 9. 

General co-operation in the cause of 
God, Is. Ix. 13. 

The subserviency of commerce and na- 
vigation to the preaching of the gos- 
pel. Is. Ix. 1). xviii.* 



* Comp. Bp. Honley oa Is. xriii. The first word 
Js there traaalated Hoy M in Is. Iv. \. waA X\ve whole 
may be considered bs the divine comvavMAOti V» SS^t 
maritime aaUon alluded to. 
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The convulsions of empires, Luke xxi, 

25, 26. 
The combined efforts of popery and in- 
fidelity, Rev. xvi. 13. 
The decline of the M ahomedan power. 

Rev. xvi. 12. 
The extension of the British empire, and 
commission given to her, Is. xviii. 

II. The importance of discerning these signs 
of the times by their use. 

In enabling us to mark the hand of 

God. Is. xli.. 18— 20. 
In throwing light upon the path of duty, 

1 Chron. xii. 82. 
In awakening us to increased activity, 

Is. Ix. 1. Ixii. 10, 11. 
In exciting to the various exercises of 

Christian love, Heb. x. 14. 25. 
In raising us above the world, Phil. 

iv. 5. 1 Pet. iv. 7. 
In exciting our prayers, Ezek. xxxvi. 

25—37. Dan. ix. 2, 3. Zech. viii. 

20—23. Matt. vi. 10. Luke xviii. 

7, 8. Rev. xxii. 20. 
In preparing us for the coming of the 

Saviour, Rev. i. 3. xvi. 15. 

1. Beware of presumptuous boldness in 
prying into unrevealed- secrets. Acts i. 7. 

Mark xiii. 32. 

2. Guard against Visl\eas\w^\^^\^x\Rfc>^^^ 
neglecting to look for 1\\^ \ic»^^ <i««vvw^. 
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Is. xxi. 11, 12. Luke ir. 28. 38. 2 Pet. 

i. 19. 

3. Search the Scriptures diligently to 
enquire into the signs of the times, Dan. 

ix. 2. 

4. Beware of misapplying the prophetical 
scriptures according to the dictates of fancy, 
inclination, or system, 2 Pet. i. 20. 

5. Be encouraged by the promise of light 
and acceptance in this search, Rev. i. 3. 



LIIT. 

» 

Hebrews iv. 3. 

We which have believed do enter into 
rest. 



Must the beiiever wait for heaven to know 
the blessing of rest ? 

Hi* inheritance is not all in reversion. 

There is an earnest, and a present posses- 
sion of it realized by faith. 

** We which have believed de ent6r into 
rest," the rest of faith. 

I. What is faith? 

1. It is knowledge, Phil. iii. 10. 

2, ItSs apprehension, Ps. Ixiii. 8. Cant. 

iu.4. Y\iv\.\u.V^. 

A Itia reliance, Ts. xxV\. *i, *^. X.'V^* 
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Illustrated by, 

Noah entering into the ark, Gen. vii. 

1 — 7. Heb. xi. 7. 

The Israelite looking to the brazen ser- 
pent. Numb. xxi. 6 — 9. John lii. 

14, 16. Is. xlv. 22. 

The man-slayer fleeing to the city of 

refuge. Numb. xxxv. 9—28. Heb. 

vi. 18. 
The Church leaning on her Beloved, 

Cant. viii. 5. 
The spouse listening to his voice. Cant. 

ii. 8 — 10. Rev. iii. 20. 
The willing soul receiving the Saviour, 

John i. 12. Col. ii. 6. 
The weary soul resting upon him, Matt. 

xi. 28. Jer. vi. 16. 
The needy soul drawing from his fulness, 

John i. 16. 
The hungry and thirsty soul feeding 
upon him, John vi. 35, 51-^56. 
The conflicting soul overcoming his dis- 
couragements. Matt. XV. 22 — 28. 
The soul in patience of hope waiting for 
his coming, 1 Cor. i. 7. 1 Thess. i. 

10. Rev. xxii. 20. 

Each varied exercise of faith thus described 
brings rest to the soul. 

II. What is the rest of faith ? 
It implies, 
A deliverance from lYie ewtsj^i cA ^^\'»?'' '» 
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A covering from the temptations of Satan, 

Is, XXV. 4. Eph. vi. 10. 
Redemption from the dominion of sin, 

Rom. vi, 14. 
A sense of reconciliation with God, 

Rom. y. 1. 
Reception of the yoke of Christ, Matt. 

xi. 29. 

Acquiescence in the dispensations of 

Providence, Lev. x. 3. 1 Sam. iii. 18. 

2 Sam. XV. 25, 26. 2 Kinss iv. 26. 

Job i. 21. 

Composure under the reproach of the 

' world, Job ▼. 21. Ps. xxxi. 19, 20. 

Quietness from fear of evil, Ps. xciv. 

13. cxii. 7. Is. xxxii. 17—19. 

Confidence in the prospect of eternity, 

Ps. xxiii. 4. xlix. 15. Acts vii. 57 — 

60. 2 Tim. i. 12. 

Let us labour to enter into this rest, 11. 

Let us fear even to seem to come short 
of it, 1. 

Let us guard against self-righteousness 
as tending to rob us of it, 10. 

Let us beware of wilful unbelief as shutting 
us out of it, iii. 19. 

Let us quicken our souls to a more ha- 
bitual enjoyment of it, Ps. cxvi. 7. 

Let us be encouraged under the imperfec- 
tion of the rest of faith with the prospect of 
the final and complete rest of heaven, Deut. 

xii. 9. Ps. Iv. 5—8. 



♦ 



99 



LIV. 
Hebrews iv. a 

There rcmaineth therefore a rest for the 
people of God. 



The rest of faith, though glorious in itself, 
yet *' hath no glory io this respect hy rea* 
son of the glory which excelleth." It is hut 
SM entering into rest. The full possession is 
reserved for beayen.r— '' There remaineth 
therefore a rest to the people of God." 

I. Heaven is a rest 

1. From temporal trouble. 

From care and labour, Is. Ivii. 1, 2* 

Rev. xiv. 19. 
From pain and sickness. Rev. xxi. 

4. Is. xxxiii. 24. 
From sorrow and sighing. Is. xxxv. 

10. Ix. 20. 
From want, Luke xvi. 20—22. Rev. 

vii. 16, 17. 
From change, 2 Cor. v. 1. 1 John 

ii. 17. Rev. iii. 12. 

2*. Fjrom spiritujal conflict. 

From the accusations of Satan, Rev. 

xii. 10. 
From the condemnation of conscience, 

Rev. xiv. 5. 



100 

From the reproach and persecution of 
the world^ Is. xxv. 8. 2 Thess. 

i.7. 
From the curse of sin, Hev. xxii. 3. 
From the defilement of sin, £ph. 
V. 27. 2 Pet. iii. 13. Rev. xxi. 

27. 

From the body of sin, Kom. viii. 23. 

1 Cor. XV. 64. 2 Cor. v. 2 — 4. 

3. In the enjoyment of God, 

In the work of his praise, Rev. iv. 

8. V. 9—13. 
In the service of his temple. Rev. 

vii. 15. xxii. 3. 

lu the beholding of his face, Ps. 

xvii. 15. John xvii. 24. 1 Cor. xiii. 

12. 1 John iii. 2. Rev. xxii. 4. 

In conformity to his image, Phil. iii. 

21. 1 John iii. 2. 

In his constant presence, Ps. xvi. 1 1. 

Is. Ix. 19. John xiv. 3. 1 Thess. 

iv. 17. Rev. vii. 15. xxi. 3. 

IT. The rest of heaven remaineth to the 
people of God, 

As a support in trouble, John xiv. 1 

—3. 2 Cor. iv. 17, 18. 

As a hope in conflict, Rom. viii. 23, 

24. 1 Thess. v. 8. 2 Tim. iv.' 7, 8. 

Heb. vi. 19, 20. 

As a ground for present rejoicing, Rom. 

V. 2. Heb. X. 34» ^5« Ps. xvii. 
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As contrasted with the portion of this 

world, Luke xvi, 25. 

As tending to wean our hearts from the 

world. Col. iii. 1 — 4. Heb. xi. 13 

—16. 26. 

As exciting us to encreased diligence in 

the service of God, Rom. xiii. 11. 

As sustaining us in the endurance of 

persecution. Matt. v. 10 — 12. James 

i. 12. 

Let us be careful. 

To prove our title to this rest. Col. i. 27. 

2 Pet. i. 10, 11. 

To evidence our meetness for it, 2 Cor. 

V. 4, 5. Col. i. 9—12. 1 These, ii. 

11, 12. 
To seek the earnest of it in the rest of 

faith, verse 3. 
To exercise confidence in the prospect 
of it, Ps. Ixxiii. 24—26. Heb. vi. 

11, 12. 

To be hasting towards the full possession 

of it, Phil. i. 23. Tit. ii. 13. Heb. 

vi. 11, 12. 2 Pet. iii. 12. Rev. 

xxii. 2o. 
To go on our way with joy and praise, 

1 Pet. i. 3—5. 



« 

J, Dennett, ''^ 

/eAffier Lsiie, London. 
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